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DEAR SIR, 2 9 MD OS 


* Fug _———— — —— — — 


« 


HINKING, as I do, that you avid great po- 
1 pularity in our county, for your ſtrenuous oppoſi- 
G 605 Mr. Fox's bill, and wiſhing moſt fincerely that 
your conſtituents may retain the fame ſentiments of your 
public conduct at the next election, I am induced to ſend la 
you a few remarks upon a Letter addreſſed to a Gentleman -  » 
in the county that joins to Shropſhire, becauſe ſeveral copies | | 
of the Letter bom n amongſt vs.. 


— 
E. 


I gnorant as 7 am of the law hade to libels, I era -——— 
that the N which bas never diſplayed _ remarkable = - 


1 


5 this of temper in their political Aiſtuiſitions will ſpare 
me, if, in ſpeaking of thoſe who have been public men, 
and hope again to be public men, I ſhould. offend againſt 
the law. An apprehenſion of this kind I could not en- 
tertain, if the fact which I twice affirmed © in my place 
% in the Houſe of Commons,” and do ſtill affirm to be 
true, had not been repeated in 4 certain publication; an,j 
ſelected by Mr. Fox, as a paſſage worthy of inſtituting a 
proſecution upon. The fact Lmean is, that thirteen ar- 
ticles of impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings had been ſent 
from the Commons to the Lords, without having been 
peruſed by any Member of the Houle, 99, and Mr. 


Burke _ 5 
ils 0h 1 eR. FUISHIH Ll 
1 ml 1 W 1 1 of Mr. Sheri- 
; dan s wit, temper, and ability, condeſcends to became a 
| vp rp and to avow Hs, oro ction, . an entertain 
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Nr. Sberidan FR to. Wt Staffordſhire friend, + 0 1 if this 
arty, whoſe general principles, fidelity of attachment, 
and e of 1 you own you 12 25 Kc. 


l do . you, Sir Richard, that 1 am 9 Th at a 
loſs to know what Mr. Sheridan means by the general ; 


principles” 


principles of ee wt for 4 State < 1 to 
mean oppoſition. If I have had the uſe of my ſenſes ſince 
my return to England, I will boldly affirm, without the fear 
of contradiction, that the Party have no d general prin- 
ciples; but I believe they have two principles of action, 
ſelf· intereſt, and a deſire of verigeance, 1 mean as a 
Party; as individuals, there are amongſt them men f 
honour, men of genius, and men of pleaſure; as act- 


ing upon general principles, dan not s one [00s 


of candour amongſt their leaders. 


When I firſt faw you in 1782, after an die of ah 


ſixteen years from England, you were ſtrenuous in the 
ſupport of Mr. Fox, who had vowed unceaſing hoſtility 
againſt Lord N orth. I was at that time as conſtant in 

my attendance in the gallery, as you were in the body 
& the Houſe of Commons; and I certainly did hear 


Mr. Fox lay down ſeveral admirable. .general principles, 


during the diſcuſſions which preceded the reſignation of 
Lord North. How the party carried theſe general prin- 
ciples into practice, a ſhort detail of the ſubſequent 


tran ſactions will prove. 


1 underſtood it to have been «a genen principle“ 10 


FOR by Mr. Fox, in behalf of himſelf and his friends, 


that they never would conſent. to act with Lord North, 
547 „„ or 
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of any one member of that cabinet which had brought 
ſuch unexampled- calamities and diſgrace upon Great 
Britain. If ever I heard a general principle laid down, in 
language fo plain and forcible that an ideot could ſcarcely 
miſtake it, I did hear Mr. Fox lay this down as a general 
principle; I mean' with the exception, of the Chancellor, Tz 
who was ſtated by Mr. Fox as taking no part in the po- 
litical meaſures of his colleagues: and in order to mark 
the line of proſcription the more clearly, he ſtated, that 
Mr. Dundas, not being in the cabinet, and then riſing 
into fame through his ſeeret e, was not a pro- 
ſoribed man. = 


1 


a Mr. Sheridan point out a ae principle more 
fully avowed by one half of his preſent party, than the pro- 
ſeription of Lord North ? One of your country gentlemen * 
went further, —he would not be contented if an atom 
df the late adminiſtration were ſuffered to remain; and in 
the month of March 7 78 2 there was a general removal. 
Vou will recollect the univerſal joy that prevailed through- 
out the nation on that memorable event. "Addreſſes were 
preſented to his Majeſty, thanking bim for appointing | 
miniſters who had the confidence of the people: all men 
now 5 ſome relief from thoſe calamities with which 


1 * 1 1 x z Ute Po, 4 +7 # £4 e 7 
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we were almoſt overwhelmed, but never were n 
ſo My are | | 1 


LY 


1 ever an impartial Hilarpal hall be rnd, he will 
declare, that of all the weak, blundering, and diſtracted 
adminiſtrations which have governed. this nation, the 
Rockingham miniſtry ſtands as the moſt diſtinguiſhed. 
From this Whig adminiſtration we were led to expe& 
| inſtant peace with America, and at leaſt a ceſſation of 
hoſtilities with Holland : but America, bankrupt as the 
was, ſpurned at our pacific overtures, though coming from 
their avowed friends; and from the Hague we were re- 
| ferred to Paris. 


After an PE BEE TOs of Ute: more than three 1 
remarkable only for national humiliation, for the recal 
of a ſucceſsful admiral, and the attempt to remove a ſuc- 
ceſsful governor, Lord Rockingham was releaſed from all 
his cares. Cahal, Diſſenſion, and Intrigue had pervaded 
the cabinet for ſome time preceding his deceaſe, and in a few 
days after that event, the breach amongſt the patriots became 
public. Mr. Fox and his friends reſigned, after an unſucceſs- 
ful ſtruggle for power; for the firſt diſpatches from New 
York proved, that the ſquabble about America was a diſtinc- 
tion without a difference. America cared not one ſtraw 
whether Great Britain declared her independent before the 


IL peace 


> i. 1 


2 — or after; 8 the real cauſe of ſeparation was, 
that the nation, that is, Meſſrs. Burke and Fox thought the 
Duke of Portland the propereſt perſon in the three king- 
doms to be at the head of the treaſury after the deceaſe of 
Lord Rockingham. Not being able to effect this point, 
they reſigned; and poſſibly I may allow that, in this 
inſtance, there was ſomething like © a general principle,” 
How to reconcile it with what followed J am utterly at . 


5 loſs. 


19 under any future miniſter. In Lord N orth s adminiſtra- 


During the receſs in 178 2,” - Lord: n TOPS 
ee that Peace which preſerved Great Britain, and 
ſent his lordſhip to an honourable retirement. Is there a 
man, Sir Richard, who will tell me, he can trace any 
thing that has the appearance of principle in that com- 
bination which drove Lord Lanſdown from office? What 
was it but a bold, ſhameleſs, though a ſucceſsful attempt to 
eſtabliſh power at the expence of all principle; and who . 
can hereafter truſt to the profeſſions of a public man ? 


While the miniſters of this country were divided amoright 
themſelves, and the country itſelf experienced the greateſt 
diſtreſs, the conduct of Lord North gained him the eſteem | 
of all men. His adminiſtration had been unfortunate. It 
was his unhappy lot to ſee, what I truſt will not happen 


tion, 


l. 9 4 2 

4 0 one \ bamreiti-atiliiglel vete: adder the? i 
debt; two conſiderable armies were captured; a Britiſh 
admiral. was thanked for a victory, in which: not even a 
bomb-ketch was taken; and an empire was diſſevered 
from Great Britain for ever. If 1: am to believe Mr. Fox, 
theſe, une xampled calamities are to be;imputed to the im- 
becillity of Lord North; if I am to believe Mr. Burke, 
ſuch calamities could only be expiated upon a public ef 
fold; if I am to believe Lord North and his friends, we 
can trace our misfortunes to the unremitting violence of 
oppoſition, and to their eneouragement and ſupport of re- 
bellion. I am not competent to pronounce an opinion 
but as our loſſes were undoubtedly owing « either to the one 
party or the other, it was not very natural to believe, that 
an enlightened nation would. tamely behold two men, 
who had proceeded to ſuch extremities, cordially uniting, 
for the purpoſe of dividing the government amongſt their 
adherents. Until this event happened, the patience and 
patriotiſm of Lord N orth had ſecured him the eſteem 
of the whole nation. Though ſtrong in the Houſe of 
Commons, he headed no factious oppoſition. He bore, 
with more than Roman firmneſs, the daily farcaſms of his 
political adverſaries. He was told by Mr. Fox, that the 
* three _ of his political exiſtence were the moſt 


1 
14 1 "LI 


C N active 


— 
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active 5 Bis while eee ids Lordſhip Er 
no reply. When Mr. Fox affirmed; that bad as he had 
conceived the ſtate of the country to be before his entrance 
into office, he found it infinitely worſe upon examination 
eh den was e He was eee an Me. Fox, 


and a long et cetera 61 emiſent and Shimiiſlideis; nd 
he bore the torrent of eloquence with a temper that ute 
all moderate men in his favour,” Many men differed as 
to kis merits and demerits as a minifter, but his patriotic 
conduct in the ſummer of 1782 was univerſally applauded. 
Even Mr. Burke's violence paſſed unheeded. That Gen- 
tleman affirmed, on the laſt day but one of the ſeflion, 


that ſuch was his bad opinion of Lord Shelburne, he 


ſhould not be farpriſed if he were to attempt to call the 
late miniſter (Lord North) back to power, but that the 
nation world not bear iv, Who the tempter was, Sir 
Richard, who viſited his Lordſhip and Mr. Fox a few 
months after theſe violences, 1 know not; but by bring- 
ing them for a ſhort time into the garden of Eden, he 
totally ruined them in the public opinion, as men acting 
upon © general principles; ; and they, in common with 
common men, muſt be judged hereafter by their actions, 


not 7 Wir profeſſi ions. 5 
Do 


: [ II T7 3 


vo not ſeppocts chat 1 believe it impoſſible for men 
ho have occafionally differed in parliament to act to- 
gether for the public ſervice. If it were fo, the public 
buſineſs could not be carried on, fince, in the general 
courſe of things, all public men muſt at times change 
from the treaſury to the oppoſition bench ; but the dif- 
ference between Lord North and Mr. Fox was fo much a 


difference upon principle, that they could not unite with- _ - 


out giving up every Pretenſion to principle. Mr. Fox 
was a Whig: Lord North was a Tory. Mr. Fox was the 

man of the people: Lord North was the miniſter of the | 
| 1 any le 40 0 add to the general ail. 

upon this coalition, it was the oſtenſible ground upon 
which it was formed. The alarming amount of the na- 
tional debt, the national loſſes, and the difficulty of raiſ- 
ing money and men was ſo great, that peace became ab- = 
ſolutely neceſſary. It was not to be expected that Lord 
North, in whoſe adminiſtration the neceſſity was created, 
would have oppoſed it. It was not to be expected that 
Mr. Fox, who had declared a few months before, that any 
peace would be deſirable, could vote againſt it. Vet 
this was the only plea that offered itſelf, and it was ac- 


cepted. Conferences were _ and a miniſtry was formed, 
7 | SITY 


12 1 


according to the: general opinion, ; previous to the firſt 

debate upon the peace. Is it extraordinary, that the ſo- 
vereign and his people ſhould have viewed this coalition 
as one of thoſe monſtrous events which a love of DO - 


alone could have beſt 


You kilos: Sir Ran, with = ſymptoms of alf. 
approbation the avowal of the coalition was firſt received 
by many country gentlemen. You know that England 


was left for near fix weeks without a government; but 


the combination was too powerful either for his Majeſty 
or his ſubjects to reſiſt with ſucceſs; and in March 1783 
the coalition miniſters came into office powerful from 


their connections powerful from the abilities of ſome of 


| the ee but . amongſt the . 


Thus much was neceſſary to premiſe, in order to prove 
that the ex-party can have no pretenfions to ( general 
principles,” and to clear the ground before I duke notice 
of the two celebrated Bills, | ! 


We are now come to that yarked when the adminiſtration 
of Mr. Fox and Lord North was fully eſtabliſhed ; and I 
think it will be conceded to me, that after ſerious reflec- 
tions g the meaſures which produced their appoint- 


= | i ment, 


— 


+] 0 
ment, the people of England might be e to watch 
their conduct with more than common 1 Caution. 3 840 1111 


It was not wi after the miniſtry was ſettled, that an 
act was committed utterly irreconcilable to every idea of 
_ juſtice or common ſenſe ; I mean the reſtoration of Meſirs 


Powell and Bembridge to thoſe offices from which Mr; 


|  Barr& had diſmiſſed them. This was aſſerted to have been 


the ſole act of Mr. Edmund Burke. All enquiry into the 
tranſaction was prevented by the power of numbers in the 
late Houſe of Commons ; but it left thoſe who protected 
Mr. Burke without a pretence to public principle, in the 
public opinion; and from that time every act was ſcanned 
upon its on merits, independent of that blind and ab- 
ſurd confidence, which it had been the faſhion to A in 
the names * eee Car nd | and 8 8 


in DOR I 1 0 to NP” upon the abjecr of lad, as 
leading to the diſcuſſion of the merits of the two Bills, 1 

will ſtrive to be as conciſe as poſſible. Were I capable of 

a wiſh to miſlead you, it would be in me the greateſt” ab- 

furdity'; for in the train in which the impeachment” of 
Mr. Haſtings now is, I affirm it to be abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible, either that the tranſactions in India ſhould be con- 
cealed, or that the abſurdities, inconſiſtencies, intrigues, 
D and 


5 
and contemptible tricks of thoſe who have taken a s part in 
om n MN ſhould not be diſcovered, | 2 11117 


— 


In the year 1781, the Houſe of Commons applitted 
_ committees of Indian enquiry. The one was a ſe- 
eret committee, and it received inſtructions from the 
FHouſe to enquire into the cauſes of the invaſion of the Car- 
natic. Under this head they went into the political ſtate 
of India from the year 1770. Of this committee the 
ed Mr. 80 80 Dundas was the chairman. 5175 | 


"The other committee was N pe to con- 
fider the ſtate of the Judicature in Bengal. It obtained an 
extenſion of power in the following ſeſſion, and was en- 
. truſted to enquire how India could beſt be held and go- 
gerned, both for the happineſs of the natives of India and 
the intereſt of Great Britain. Of this committee Mr. Ed- a 
mund Barke was the leader. ad. © ee { 


* than two o gentlemen will 1 8 88 
"bl me to, ſay a few. words of their reſpective public 
characters ; 5 for L travel; not to Beaconsfield, nor to Wim- 
bledon. India has raiſed Mr. Dundas to an envied, 
though perhaps not to a laſting greatneſs. India has pre- 


pitated Mr. ite and his friends from thoſe comfort- 


= +» 

"va 1 7] able 

. 18 5 
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[ns 1. 


” 


"ddd: lakhs affices, in which many men — 


| _ em ro. the remainder MAE: their lives.” TR 


Mr: Bonds alle his firſt entry into pelle life under 


hs auſpices of Lord North, to whom he was at all times 


a bold and determined friend till the coalition was formed. 


He ſhared: the fate of his Lordſhip in the month of | 


March 1782, when not an atom of the adminifträtion was 


ſpared. But though his proſpects of preferment were 
blighted, almoſt at the moment that he was to receive 


that office which he now holds, „ he ſtill retained a con- 
ſiderable degree of conſequence, from his appointment as 
chairman of the ſecret committee. In that ſituation he 
enlightened tlie Houſe of Commons in the month after 
Lord North's removal, and had the“ peculiar honour of 


extorting from Mr. Burke the ſtrongeſt expreſlic ions of ap- 
' probation; In the next month (May) he became ſtill 
more cloſely connected with Mr. Bürke, by adopting his 


favourite idea, though not upon the grounds which Mr. 
Burke had wiſhed him to adopt it. In the next month 
(June) Lord Rockingham s ſituation became deſperate: : 
he died the iſt of July, 1 Mr. Dundas formed | new 


connedtions. 


* 
- * 


Mr. 


* : 
- : * * 
7 


L by. 5 


"Mr, $5 Ge? Burke entered into at ile abe n 


Pen period. When 1 left Shropſhire in January 1766, 
and embarked for India, Mr. Burke was ſecretary to the 
Marquis of Rockingham, then Fitſt Lord of the . Trea- 
fury. If common fame is to be credited, Mr. Burke was 
indebted for that appointment to the recommendation of 


Doctor Markham, now the Archbiſhop of Vork; but 
from circumſtances that have fince happened, I can hard- 


ly believe the fact to be fo, though I have heard it aſ- 


| ſerted in the moſt poſitive terms. With the Marquis Mr. 5 
Burke went out of office in 1766. Whether he led the 
party, or whether he adopted their ſentiments, I do not 5 
know ; but certain it is, that in the year 1770 he pub- 


liſhed a pamphlet *, which contained doctrines as utterly 


ſubverſive. of the true conſtitutional rights of the ſovereign, 


: as of the ſubjects of this free country. He contended in 


- ſubſtance, that England could not be ſo well governed as 


by an ariſtocratical faction; that men with no other merit 
than that their fathers were born before them, and bore 
certain names, had a right to hold the great and reſp 


ſituations of this country. That ſuch is the doctrine 1 


laid down in Mr. Burke's: pamphlet you will perceive, 


even from a x curſory peruſal of it; and the doctrine was 


N on the — Diſcontents, ; 


literally | 


* 
"oo I _ ” 
S . wi 3 . 
* ee r 
1 { — 


g L 1 
| literally: carried into- | praiice; upon the At of 13 
North. Such a doctrine, I am perſectly ready to con- 
feſs, is exceedingly: convenient for that order of nien in 
this country, who, without family or fortune, or any na- 
tural intereſt in Great Britain, have at times * very 
high cee in e eee ay ac} re 


Mr. 8 had hoon: as — nc in 1 to, as 
Mr. Dundas was frenuous 1 in ſupport of, Lord North. As 
he had heartily aſſiſted in the expulſion of his Lordſhip, 
ſo he ſhared largely in the ſpoils, which that expulſion 
procured. He was made Paymaſter General, and a Privy | 

Counſellor—he obta ined the creation of a new office for 
his near relation at Tanjore, that of Paymaſter of the 
King 8 forces in India, and ſome comfortable finecures for 
relations at home. He came in with his party, and with 
his party he reſigned; but in common with them, in 
the expectation that the fortreſs which Mr. Fox had erect- 
ed * would be ſo powerfully garriſoned, that they would 
ſoon be enabled to make a ſucceſsful ally upon their Ene- 


mies. | 


Mr. Binde bad engaged, * Treaſurer of the Navy 
nin Lord Lanſdowne 8 adminiſtration, to bringe in a bill for 


* — 
* 8 3 
” a. 


* Ur, Fox's Speech, oth of July 1782, | 


WV: 
* 


5 18 TY 
the deter government of alla. This bill wat read a firſt 


time ſoon after the coalition miniſtry was formed. But 
there was an excellent principle in the bill which Mr. 


Burke difapproved, and the bill itſelf was heard no more 


of. It appears, however, that we are indebted to Lord 
Lanſdowne for the ſervices of Earl Cornwallis, and that 
he approyed of the extraordinary and beneficial powers 
which have been granted to the Governor General of Ben- 
gal. In the ſummer of 1783, the ſword was drawn 
againſt Mr. Dundas, and the ſcabbard thrown away. Lord 
North had not included him in his ſhare of miniſterial ar- 
_ rangements, and he was now deprived of the office of Lord- 
Advocate of Scotland. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas were 
preparing for a winter campaign in the Houſe of Com- 
mons; and it was not ſuppoſed that either Lord Temple 
or Lord Thurtow would be idle in the Lords. The 
_ King's. miniſters knew perfectly well the unfirm ground 

on which they ſtood, and they omitted no attempts to 
ſtrengthen themſelves for the approaching conteſt ;—a. 
. conteſt on which their political exiſtence Ae. 7 


eee thi Stakes before 8 
gation, that Parliament would be called early, for the 


purpoſe of fixing a proper government in India. 


0 4. 

be views" of: the King's miniſters were admirably & 
| God by Mr. Burke in the ſelect committee. Reports 
wete preſented to the Houſe, which impeached every part 
of the Company's 8 both f in Hl es and in 
India. Ss 


Jn enim eres of gens | 
that the nomination of Sir John Macpherſon was in the 
higheſt degree i improper ; and ground was laid for his re- 
moval, and the removal of Mr. Wheler, by an aſſertion 
that they were involved in whatever eriminality might ap- 
_ pear to the Houſe of Commons, in the expulſion of Cheit 
Sing; thoſe gentlemen: having fully and ee _— 


Fer GY ES 


Mr. Stables na Mr. Stewart were-the abject 4 of” rol 
report. Our government in India, both foreign and do- 
meſtic, was arraigned, The incapacity of the Directors, 
the audacity of the Proprietors, and the incompetence of 
all to continue to govern that empire they had preſerved, 
form the aggregate of the reports of the ſelect committee. 


8 for the a of theſe md gen- N 
tlemen in one particular, a letter arrived from Mr. 
* in the month a September 1783, earneſtly preſſ- 

| | 1 


ing the Court of Director to appoint a ſuẽceſſor, and nbti- 
ſy ing his own determination to reſign the government. This 
was an unexpected ſtroke 3—it interfered very materially | 
with one of Mr. Fox's intended data, which was, that 
the power and influence of Mr. Haſtings, both at home 
and abroad, were ſo great, that the ſtrong hand of Parlia- 
ment was neceſſary to procure his removal- That part of 
the letter therefore remained unnoticed on the table of the 


Waere of Directors. | 
| Pd EE dns . 


Thee details are abi ian bee, We to 
any diſcuſſion of the merits of Mr. Fox's Bill. 1 admit, 
with Mr. Sheridan, that it is perfectly fair to conſider 
Mr. Pitt's Bill as it originally ſtood, and in order to 
know the true meaning of the parties at the time; but it 
is equally neceſſary to ſtate ſuch material tranſactions as 
_ a ee with; Mr. Fox' e ſyſtem. 


Lou 1 however will wonder that 1 have not bald 
a word yet about the natives of India. I am con- 
vinced, Sir Richard, many reſpectable country gentle- 
men ſeriouſly believed, that the natives had been mi- 
ſerably haraſſed and oppreſſed. Allow me to aſſure you, 
that in this aſſertion there was no truth: allow me alſo to 
aſſure them, that no alteration ok: ny; kind has, to this 


S Ts | moment, 


5 4 
me at, taken b part of our Indian gorern 


ment; and as Mr. Fox id neither a madman nor a fool; 
I am confident he would have dere, as'to the government = 

India, preciſely as Mr. Pitt has done; and that Fir: 
nne, 725 een | 


. 1 


0 py ry 4 Ts | — * - a - 
— bl g + #1 4 : 
fit erte DOB 


iy: ini nip. Giochi ali 41 
the gentleman to whoſe pamphlet I am replying. Ir. 
Sheridan was one of the treaſury ſectetaries under the 
coalition adminiſtration. It is ſaid, that he atlviſed * 
friend Mr. Fox very ſtrenuouſiy not to conſent td an 


union with Lord North. Experience has proved. that the 


advice was ſound and wholeſome. This gentleman had 

formerly been in habits of intimacy with ſome who''pro- - 
feſſed the ſincereſt eſteem for Mr. Haſtings, and who had 

the beſt opportunities of knowing his real character. To 


a gentleman of this deſcription Mr. Sheridan went, on the * 


night preceding. the day on which the celebrated India 
ſyſtem was to be opened by Mr. Fox. The avowed, the 
undoubted object of this viſit was, to negociate terms of 
— Haſtings, - ie 


Vou bend Mr. Sheridan's ſperch | in ak Houſe of — 25 | 


mons, on the "Oy of the Begutns, laſt year. Certainly, 
F | 5 after 


er or er baten oo TION wt 


* 
* 
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afterraphar: 1 1 that ſpecch, could. make. no — : 
upon ne. hel ſtory of the Begums was! as: well KNOWN 
when Mr Fou brought in his Bill, as it ig at the preſent 
mofnent. The talents, the genius, and the ability o 
Mr. Sheridan; I undbubtedly admired. He has already 
favoured us with one of the beſt comedies in our language; 
and from the fine touches of the pathetic in his celebrated 
Tpecthy I have not a doubt but her will ſucceed equally 
in tragie fiction, whenever a calm ſhalt prevail in our po- 
litical- Horizon. Let me obſerve; that che Princeſſes of 
Oude w Reard a tranſlation of Mr. Sheridan's -ſpecch 
read to them in the month of July laſt at Fyzabad, were 
ſo excectlingly callous, as not to betray thei ſlighteſt 
emotion of 'gratitude, though they expreſſed;frong marks 
of een _ in; n 1 t 159 8 VII wii mot . 
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or perth * Ache Mr. beende Nn Fox's $ 
* is plain and perſpicuduaa an infant may underſtand 
I know no leading feature i in the Bill, except this, 
that all the power, all the patronage, and all the manage- 
ment of the Eaſt- India Company; both at home and 
abroad, ſhould be taken from thoſe who then heldd it;; and 
ſhould be transferred in truſt for the proper owners, to 
ſeven directors nominated by Mr. Fox, not ſubject to re- 
moral at the ans the King Were we to reaſon for 
| even 


* 


n 
FE; years * the Bill, we can maakewdhhes more nor 


leſs of i it. They had the power to/appoint, remove, col. _ 


firm, or: diſplace perſons} of all- ranks and deſeriptians, 
either at home or abroad; and I would-aſk. Mr. Sheridan, 
whether, to his certain knowledge, ſeveral ap ointments 
were not virtually made before the Bill had paſſed through "Th 
the Houſe of Commons? I believe it will not be diſ- 
puted, that General Smith, Mr. William Burke, Mr. 
Dudley Long, and Mr. Eden, were actually intended to 
fill high offices in India. In ſhort, the bill went to con- 
vey ſuch an immenſe b body of. patronage into the, | hands, of 


” # + uh 


a party, and a party, which had forfeited every pretenſion to 
principle, that (excepting a few very reſpeQable country 

gentlemen, who had: been. impoſed: upon by tales of horrgrs 
that never exiſted). the Sovereign..2 and the; nation were juſtly 

alarmed. Without uſing the. perſonal, expreſſion which 
Mr. Sheridan has commented. upon, I may, be permitted to 
repeat in the words of Lord Thurlow *—<« 1 wiſh to ſes 
« the Crown great and reſpectable ; but, if the preſent Bill 
ce ſhould paſs, it will be x no longer worthy « of a man of 


te honour to wear. 
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Mr. Sheridan i that Mr. Fox's Bill 8 no 
checks 1 bis directors in the article of 1 gl and 
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Bp. 16 . 1 


[44] 


it was the faſhion to ſay at ee was b * g 
we could not have a better ſecurity than in the perſonal 
characters of the directors themſelves. This I deny, from 

a chorough conviction that there are no lengths to which 
men, violently tinctured 92 bevy” ne will not "wm . 
fupport of their” ow” 5 . 


Had we not e of the abuſe of patronage in "Ubi 
i adminiſtration ſufficient to make us watchful and jealous 


of their conduct? The appointment of Mr. William 
Burke—the ſuppreſſion of all enquiry into the reſtoration 
of Mr. Powell and Mr. Bembridge—the advance of a con- 
fiderable ſum to a paymaſter, at a time that there was a 


balance of two hundred thouſand pounds due from him to the _ 


nation—the appointment of a ſhoal of writers and cadets by 
Sir Henry Fletcher, at a time that the ſervice in India 
was overloaded :—Theſe are a few inſtances to prove, that 
it was the principle of the coalition adminiſtration to 
ſtrengthen themſelves by every poſſible means; and if Mr. 

Fox's bill had paſſed, as long as they had preſerved India, 
| AT "_ have governed this ens 2 


ae All bronght/ 
by Mr. Fox, which formed an eſſential part of his plan,” 


I declare 7 


403 


declare to 1you upon a W be, JUN I mean to 4 
juſtice to Mr. Fox, when I ſay, I believe in my conſeienee 
he never read that Second Bill. J haye always underſtood. 
that it was drawn up by Mr. Burke . At meyer; was de- 
bated at all in the Houſe; and the clauſes are ſo grofaly + 
abſurd and ridiculous, they bear ſuch ſtrong marks of a 
heated and a diſturbed imagination, that I; cannot. for one 
eee ee For was ee, ther: _ idliar) 


| : ; 
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—1 will explain very theo to you "Uh Ce: to * 
Hae Bill went, when coupled »writhroner clauſe) in Mr 
Fox Sz and I leave you te determine, | whether this 
nation, oppreſſed with taxes, Wit then as; fmatting un- 
der vo conſ ſequences of che violence! of: oppoſition, ::or the 
folly afid cbebike of {trier miniſters; could have ſub - 
mitted to the additional burdens wllich muſt have been 
impoſed upon them, fad the proviſions of the ſeveral 
clauſes been carried inte efeck Allo me to ſay, tliat l 
believe Mr. Fox never ſeriouſly intended to do any act that 
ſhould add to the burdens of the people at home; but if 
he meant fairl and honourably to execute his own 
ac, obſerve. to what” a len , they "Wear! : oy 


7q "715 nay Dara hes 2d Td og 
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* clause in 1 Bill provided that full FD com- 
na Juſtice ſhould be done to every Prince in India who 
| ured by the Eaſt India Company. Couple 
this clauſe with Mr. Burke's declarations, with an article 
which he brought into the Houſe of Commons againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, and it will be impoſſible not to allow, 
that the Emperor Shaw Allum has a claim upon us for 


twenty fix lacks of Sicca rupees annually for ſeventeen 
years, and to the eee 5 Corah, Currah, and Al- 
* nals: 7 8 


eg 


ro do kim 429 pink Juſtice, * is anditled;. to. _ 
| a principal, and to intereſt at ( 10 per cent. The 
principal of the tribute alone to this day is nearly five 
millions ſterling, and with Indian intereſt would now 
amount to fifteen lives. ſterling, and as much more 
is due to him for the provinces of Corah, &c. ; which 
if we do not pay, we acknowledge ourſelves to be 
void of faith and honour, and to have forfeited, 

Mr. Burke Os: all TE: gag title to our poſſſions 


in India. 
$ENX 2471 oe Ane OJ V 4 
2 the Second Bl * "I is, chacded, chat no mond 


n 


polies ſhall be Continued upon any pretence- whatſo- | 
| cher. ; a 5 N TP. 2 wont. 
Under 
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Under this clauſe, the Company would have loſt a 
end af eight hundred thouſand pounds a year, Wh 
to- this day would be three millions A 01 Oey 


1 another ue all 5 recuibll for the Py 


pany and carried to their, account, fince the regulating 
act of 1773, were to bg, xeturned, ; Theſe amount to 


£ * „EN ci vs Tt en mane ad 
By n 4 all 55 jands i in Bengal w were to be 


Crd by Zemindars.. T his was. a clauſe calculated' to 
throw the whole government of the country into a con- 


fuſion not to be deſcribed, and would have been attended 


with a loſs of reyenue not to he cial. 


* 


: By . clauſe, the government of Bengt was re- 
ſtricted, under any poſſible circumſtances, from increaſing 
their revenues. An impoſition ſo abſurd as e was. 


never impoſed | in any country i earth. 


y iber clauſe, we madly alia” to- ee b 
native Princes, the ſame rules that we adopted for ur- 


ſelves; and by another, we reſtored Cheit Sing to Benares.. 


If his reſtoration was juſt, it was alſo an act of juſtice ta 


5 repay him the treaſures that he carried. off and has ex- 
1 os. pended, 


8 


1 
{ 
: 
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5 
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pended, at leaft one million ſterling ; to ds him what 
was taken at Bedjygur, a4, oo to give him the dif- 
ference for ſix years between 24 and 40 lacks of rupetz. 


above a million ne more. 


. 
, 


| "By the aſſertions of: Mr. Fox, which I conceive to as 
1 to theſe clauſes, we were bound in honour to 
repay to the Begum the fifty- five lacks which were taken 
from her with the conſent of Mr. Haſtings; and to re- 
frain from prefling the N abob Vizier for the "balance 
which he then owed to us, about ſeventy-five. er | 


Theſe two > ſyrns amount to 0 7,400,000. 
. | | 2 I 101 


| 


I do W e Wm, 4 1 Mr. F ox's s Bill had d. 
and if Mr. Fox was really ſincere, and meant with good 
faith to carry the proviſions of his clauſes into full effect, 
and to adhere to the principles which he had laid down i in 


his. ſpeeches, he muſt have borrowed F 4s 3 55763, 00 : fince 


Vl 


that is the exact ſum due from the Eaſt India Company, in 
Bengal th to the princes. of Indoſtan, or acquired by 
modes ſo ftrongly reprobated. by Nr. Fox's Bil. Is it 
poſſible for me, Sir Richard, to place in a ſtronger point 
of view the folly of theſe ſpeculatiſts, than by analiſing their 


own clauſes ? I have ſtated to you, without, exaggeration, 
Lab apy | what 


t 1 


ier Would have been the conſequince tad they — 
inte a hr ↄ 5 0 Es 


Il muſt not be told, that the iT Pac of 2 — 
have been. ſatisfied with leſs than the relief I. have ſtated. 
Undoubtedly they would ; but then, neither the letter nor 

the ſpirit of Mr. Fox's "Bill would have been carried into 
effect, for the Directors are inſtructed to inquire | into all 
wrongs, to begin their i inquiry by reading treaties, and to 
do full and complete juſtice in every material article and 
head of charge ſ] I | be and not upon the whole of 
bo * fuch charge in große“. 


1 will put a caſe, which ill at once . diſtinguiſh 
between full and complete juſtice, and a ſatisfactory 
compenſation. | Suppoſe I were indebted £30;000, and 
Had very little proſpect of paying chat fum. Suppoſe a 
relation of mine was enabled to give me a temporary ap- 
pointment upon an extraordinary public event, which pro- 
miſed to turn out a great thing, and enabled me to pro- : 
poſe to pay my creditors one-fifth” of their demands. 
Suppoſe my creditors, knowing my inclination to pay 
chem the whole was not equal to my ability, conſented 
"0 accept of the compoſition, I ſhould certainly be ex- 

| onerated from every Ua e of future cenſure | or future 


* Sec the Two Bills to 1 Mr. Sheridan refers. 


= demand; 
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demand; but Mr. Fox-precluded- himſelf from forming 


ſuch an arrangement with Shaw Allum,- for the emperor 
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would have faid to him, © read in a Britiſh act of 


Parliament, that thoſe whom the Eaft India Company 
has aggrieved, the Britiſh nation will redreſs. _ I gave 
to your Company, in the year 1765, the moſt im- 
portant and valuable kingdoms of my empire ; they 
engaged, in return, to pay me / 300,000 annually of 


your money, and to guarantee to me three valuable 


diſtricts. For ſixteen years I have not received a 


ſhilling, and I have loſt Corah, Currah, and Alla- 


habad. I have been a wanderer in Indoſtan; coins are 
ſtruck in my name; prayers are offered to the Divinity 
in every moſque in my dominions for Shaw Allum, 
the Conqueror of the World. In vain, however, have 1 


repreſented my grievances and my diſtreſſes to your 
Governor Mr. Haſtings. In return, I have received 


a few trifling preſents, but a peremptory refuſal either 
to pay me the arrears of my tribute or future ad- 
vances. My complaints have at laſt reached the ears 
of thoſe who can command Mr. Haſtings. I am now 


told, that full and complete juſtice is to be done to 


me for each ſpecific wrong. I claim therefore my 
provinces of Corah, Currah, and Allahabad, and their 
revenues to this day. I claim wy arrears of tribute, 

ET” « with 


„ 


ee with the intereſt due upon each year; 1 I rate = the 
bs whole very .moderately at 4 394000008) ſterling,” | 


To fach: an e 3 ha Rape, what 9 


Mr. Fox have anſwered? That this nation would have 


paid thirty millions, oppreſſed as we were by taxes, and 
| to a miniſtry ſo formed as the coalition adminiſtration, is 


an idea too monſtrous to be entertained for a ſingle mo- 


ment. Mr. Fox muſt have. ſaid therefore in reply, I 
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acknowledge. the greatneſs of the houſe of Timur; I 


acknowledge that your Majeſty, under a Britiſh act of 
parliament, had an undoubted right. to expect full and 


complete juſtice for each ſpecific wrong that you ſuſtain- 


ed; but your injuries have been of ſo deep a nature that 


we have not the power to make you complete reparation. 
We lament it; but ſuch is the ſtate of our finances we 
cannot impoſe greater burdens upon. the: inhabitants of 


this iſland. Great Britain is not much larger than the 


province of Oude; ; yet we collect, in order to defray 
our expenees of every denomination, a revenue more 


conſiderable than the greateſt of your royal anceſtors 
ever brought into his treaſury from all Indoſtan. The act p 


we paſſed we cannot execute, We are compelled; to 


acknowledge that there is a wide difference indeed be- 


tween theory and practice. We are the ſervants of 


18 | 5 ec your 
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cc 
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your Majeſty, but our engagements we cannot per- : 
form.” To ſuch an addreſs the Emperor would na- 


turally reply, Why have you deluded me with falſe 


hopes? I was reconciled to my fate. Mr. Haſtings 
had told me in the year 1773, that he was remedileſs; 


that the revenue of Bengal was abſorbed by the expences 


incurred for the ſupport of government; that the ar- 


rears due to me he could not diſcharge; and that, 


without a poſitive order from his own country, he could 


make no future payments. He ſold my provinces, it 
is true; but he told me, that by ceding them to the 


Mahrattas, 1 had rendered that ſale an act of neceſſity. 
I ſubmitted to my hard fortune. I knew that my 
grants would have been waſte paper to the Engliſh, un- 


leſs ſupported by that powerful army with which they 


„ had conquered Bengal. I blamed my own folly: for 


truſting to the profeſſions of my natural enemies; and 


whatever reſentment I entertained againſt Mr. Haſtings, 


I allowed that he had at leaſt treated me with openneſs _ 


and ſincerity; but from you I have experienced the 


deepeſt of all injuries. Vou have admitted my right to 
my arrears of tribute. You have admitted my title to 
the provinces of Corah, Currah, and Allahabad; z yet 


the only compenſation you offer, is an aſſertion, 


that the Eaſt-India Ry" have, by their conduct 
5. T0 


1 33 15 8 
to me, — all right to the kb podieſſions i 


e Bengal. To retain thoſe poſſeſſions, after you have . 


* made ſuch an aſſertion, may juſtly expoſe you to the 
= reproach and ridicule of the world, ys it affords me 5 
en eie, ; 


Do not think, Sir Richard, that I have ſtated this 
caſe too ſtrongly. Read Mr. Fox's Bill and the ſub- 
ſidiary Bill calmly at Hawkſtone; read Mr. Burke's 
printed Speech of the 1ſt of December 1783; and the 
Charge intitled, King's Tribute; you will then ſee that 1 
have ample ground for all that I have aſſerted. I do pro- 
teſt to you, that I cannot conceive human folly and ab- 
ſurdity could be carried to a greater exceſs in publie men, 
than they are carried in the two Bills brought in by Mr. 
Fox, Yet Mr. Sheridan deſires his Staffordſhire, friend to 
read the Second Bill with the Firſt; and he affirms, that, 
by conſidering the Two Bills together, he will perceive 
that ſyſtem which Mr. Fox meant to eſtabliſh for the tg? 
vernment of India. 


1 may fairly. e that HF” Mr.. Fox himſelf 113 
405 the abſurdity of his Second Bill, the late Houſe of 
Commons would have paſſed it, from their confidence 


in the man who preſented it ; for never was any public 
I meaſure . 


< 
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1 1 rarxicd more triumphantly through hs the Firſt 
Bill. Mr. Fox then muſt have repealed the Two Bills, 


in ſo far as they concerned the government of India, in 
ſix months, or India would have been the greateſt . to 


Great Britain that ſhe had ever en 


- Mr; Pitt's Bill followed ; and I am ready to allow, that 


it wanted that © plainneſs and preciſion” which Mr. Fox's 


friends have pointed out as the leading features of their 
Bill. Unqueſtionably nothing can be ſo eaſy as for a deſ- 
pot to ſay to a rich, but a defenceleſs man, ** You have 
© extenſive, poſſeſſions, which you manage miſerably. 


«© 'Your tenants have too much power; their ſervants again 
5 


A 


have abuſed their truſt, I underſtand your affairs bet- 
ter than you do yourſelf, I have determined to ma- 
nage them for you; to appoint, remove, confirm, 


or diſplace, every perſon you now employ. Give 


te me up therefore your title-deeds, the key of your 


ſtrong box, of your beer cellar, and your pantry, 


e and come to me at the end of every three months; 


then I will tell you what reformations I have made. 
cc Do not remonſtrate, for I muſt, and will be obeyed. If 
n you reſiſt, I have a regiment of huſſars at hand, and 
555 ſhall expel you and your ſervants.” 


* 
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such was the letter and the ſpirit of Mr. Fox's Bill; 
and in one point only was it miſtepreſented—T mean, by 
| thoſe who aſſerted that Earl Fitzwilliam and his Com- 
miſſioners might have involved this nation in a war in 
India without the knowledge of the King”: 8 miniſters. 
* Point Mr. Sheridan Has dns Cleared up. 


Ml. pre . Bill vas nerer RENE 88 fe 14 | 
committee in the late parliament. The Bill which paſſed 
in the firſt ſeſſion of the preſent parliament, differs in 


many eſſential parts from Mr. Fox's; and though it has 


trenched in ſome degree upon the charter of the Eaſft- ; 
India Company, yet it certainly treats it with a little more 


1 than the former Bill did. 


The profeltd object of Mr. Pitt's Bill was to provide for 
the better government of India, without touching the ex- 
tenſive patronage of the Company, either in Leaden- 
hall Street or in India. In fact, the King's miniſters 
had very conſiderable powers under the act of 1781, had 
they been pleaſed to exerciſe them to their utmoſt extent. 
Certain compulſory clauſes were brought into Mr. Pitt's 
Bill originally, relative to the reſtoration of Zemindars, 
and to the reſpective rights of the N abob of Arcot and 


the Rajah of T hat? 5 but the miniſter had the good 
: 
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ſenſe to zes theſe clauſes upon further bers In 
truth, Mr. Dundas had framed them before he was _ 


far advanced i in Oriental learning. 


The fact is, chat Mr. Pitt 8 Bill _ left. india . as 


it ſtood before it had paſſed into a law; nor has the ſlight- 
eſt alteration been made in the government of India, as 
it will be neceſſary for me to prove to you hereafter. | 


Mr. Sheridan certainly ſtates the profeſſed object of the 
two Bills very fairly, when he ſays it © was to relieve 
the natives from the many evils which they had ex- 
“ perienced under the dominion of , or in conſequence 


of their connection with, the government of the Com- 


cc pany.” | 


Unqueſtionably the fact was fo ; but I deny, in the 
firſt place, that the natives of India had experienced 
many evils under our government ; and I affirm, in the 
ſecond place, that the real object of Mr. Fox's Bill was, 


to perpetuate the power of the ad miniſtration to which he 


| belonged, by aſſuming, through his own Board of Di- 


rectors, the entire management of Indian affairs both at 


home and abroad; and this was to be done i in violation of 


the undoubted rights of the Crown, | 
Mir. 


ol 


i Pitt e that an ade power 1 
granted to his Majeſty, to enable his miniſters to correct 
the evils which prevailed in the Company's gover: nment; 
but he contended alſo, that thoſe evils had been greatly 
exaggerated indeed by Mr. Fox, and thoſe with whom | 
Mr. Fox acted. It was the proſeſſed object of Mx; Pitt, 
to trench no further upon the chartered rights of the 
Company than the neceſſity required; and he held this 
true conſtitutional doctrine, that whatever degree of 
power was transferred from Leadenhall ſtreet, ſhould be 
lodged in the Croun, al Hot in a a parliamentary com- 
miſſion. RY 
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Ry "og was: one of that. Commits of. Tepee Which 5 
aſſembled daily during the progreſo of Mr. F ox's Bill 
through the Houſe of Commons. We omitted no means 
in our power to explain to the Public the true grounds 
of © thay Pit, Nee to our rm; © of i 
I was one * 5 N yg: Sends cpa Mr. Pitt 
with our Chairman, the late Commodore Johhſtone, in 
order to communicate with him upon the tertns* of the 
new Bill. We agreed at that time to give up the appoint- 


ments of the Governor and Commander in Chief in India. 
1 . K Te 15 Alarmed 
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| Alarmed at the danger we had eſcaped, and feeling ſen- 
timents of gratitude for thoſe who had defended our rights, 
we were probably too ready to grant every thing Mr. Pitt 


required. He held in his hand a paper, and from that 


paper he read the proviſions which he meant to introduce 


into his Bill. To theſe we aſſented, and they were af 
tevwayas aſſented to wad a General Court, 


This as was held at Lord FS We S3 and I 
have mentioned it, becau ſe I have heard that Mr. Pitt had 
ſolemnly engaged, in a paper or letter under his hand, to 


agree to certain conditions which he afterwards violated, 


I know of no ſeparate negociation, nor did I ever hear 
of any paper or letter, except that which 1 have men- 
tioned ; and it is but juſtice to Mr. Pitt to declare; that 


we voluntarily conceded to > bim more e than he afterwards 


$42: 


accep ted. 


In his. Firſ Bill, 45 8 a WY nomination 
of the Commanders i in Chief; but i in * 8 Bill, he 


gave up that Mg alſo, 


3+ 110 ; 4 > 4 8745 AUO i Ty; 5 ? 
In forming 2 an \ ee nt in which. power was as 
much as poſſible to be ſeparated from patronage, it is 


not poſſible but that many difficulties ok have | occurred. 5, 
5 "Hence 


F 1 


Halse the cnn of alterations in the original clauſes of : 
Mr. Pitt's Bill, and the debates in Leadenhall-ftreet 
during its progreſs through: the Houſe of Commons; but 
if I can underſtand the true ſpirit and meaning of: Mr, 
Pitt's Bill, it continues to the Eaſt India Company-the 
entire management of its commerce, —appbintments of 
every kind. It continues to the Directots tlie power of 
ſending orders to their ſervants, and the power of diſ- 
miſſion; but it has empowered his Majeſty to appoint a 
Board of Commiſſioners, who are ultimately reſponſible 
to the nation for the preſervation and good government of 
India, and are veſted with efficient powers of con- 
troul. I conceive Mr. Dundas to have been perfectly 
right when he declared India to be the brighteſt jewel in 
the Britiſh Crown. I conceive Parliament to have acted 
conſiſtently with the true intereſt of the nation when it 
paſſed an act, by which the King's miniſters became re- 
fponſible for the government of India; but my imagi- 
nation cannot poſſibly go this length, that a Board, ap- 
pointed by his Majeſty, ſhall be reſponſible to the King and 
to the nation for the preſervation and good government 
of India, while we deny them; at the ſame. time, the 
right of fixing the amount of the military eſtabliſh- 
ments neceſſary to preſerve India. And here it was, that 


in all the late debates in the two Houſes the true ground 
1 


— 


1 


of che argument was abandoned on all fides. If I may 
preſume to give an opinion where ſuch high authorities 
have differed, Mr. Dundas ſhould have been tried upon a 
ground ſcarcely touched upon. The queſtion was not, 
whether he had aſſumed a power which the law had not 
given him, but whether he had abuſed that Nan, which 
2 % e ee ee rhe 0 15 


"av e e eee conf Sp th adby:; 
bur he has the following - paſſage in his letter: The 
papers laid before the Houſe of Commons certainly 
59 contain, as you obſerve, a complete refutation of all 


| . the pretences upon which the ſending out the four 


% regiments to India was defended as a meaſure of neręſ- 

8 fey.” If this fact be true, never miniſter in England 
merited impeachment more than Mr. Dundas does at the 
preſent moment. Patronage is certainly extended very 
much, by adding four regiments to the ſtrength of the 
army—a conſiderable additional expence is entailed upon 
the Eaſt India Company by the meaſure ; and unleſs it can 
be made out that Mr. Dundas had good and ſufficient 
grounds for propoſing the plan, if it did originate with 
_ or for conſenting to adopt it if it was propoſed by 
any other perſon, he has certainly been guilty of a very 
_ crime. Why Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan declined to 
f e 


1 4 1 


7 debate this en of 6 ee, on the third ring 


Ke is "lied 1 1 - lad fixed * 
Bengal in the year 178 3, was lower as to Europeans 
than the Directors wiſhed it to be. They repreſented 
their opinion to the Board of C They called 
upon Mr. Haſtings, then lately arrived, for his ſentiments. 
He was of opinion alſo, that a larger European. force was 
neceſſary; and the Board of Controul conſented, that 
three battalions ſhould'be' added to the number they had 
before ordered to be kept up. will any man of common 
ſenſe tell me, that if they had by law the power, firſt to = al 

fix a {mall eſtabliſhment,” then, upon better information, 
to increaſe it it, they had not the power alſo of making ä 
further additions. provided the neceflity for making ſuch 
additions was clearly made out ? .And ates TE Wo e er _ i 
whole les turns, 1 | 


nk tad by: Me; Gain; 1 
prove that the Board of Controul have e ATR „ 
aſſume powers which the Legiſlature had not granted to 
them. In many of theſe inſtances I perfectly agree with "ol 
him; but the Directors have ſhewn a proper ſpirit in. 
ane ſuch undue aſſumptions: ; and fo far am I from 
L adopting 


[ 42 I 
5 Agens . che ech d which Mr. Sheridan draws from 
his premiſes, that I am convinced the late diſcuſſions will 
be attended with the moſt beneficial effects; and that in 

future the Eaſt-India Company will be peculiarly atten- 
tive to the preſervation of thoſe rights which the law has 
left to them. By Mr. Fox's bill, all our rights were 
avowedly taken away, and parliament would have been 
ſaved all future debates on the . of en had 
chat Bill paſſed into a law, : ne Il 1 


oh rom already aid, that I PIR Pro out of the 8582 
tion all that has been ſaid relative to the natives of India. 
Mr. Fox's Bill contained clauſes which he could not have 
carried into practice, without abſolute ruin to Great Bri- 
tain; of courſe he muſt have repealed them: and pro- 
bably you will be not a little ſurpriſed, when I do aſſure 
you, that ſince Mr, Pitt's Bill paſſed into a law, there has 
not been the {lighteſt alteration in the principles of that 
Indian ſyſtem of government which was ſo much repro- 
bated, and which Mr. Fox repreſented as er 
to the Britiſh nation, and diſgraceful to humanity. I can 
ſcarcely expect you to give me credit for an — i | 
directly oppoſite to all that you have heard in the Houſe” 
of Commons; but I will proceed to s _ 5. to 
you cpa en fore 
| ns 


35 
Lord Cornwallis | is moſt" deſervedly a favourite! with 
We honeſt man in Great Britain. He is alſo e 
beloved in India. The Legiſlature has wiſely armed him 
with thoſe powers, which every man who knows any 
thing of India has affirmed ought, to be veſted in the Go- _ 
vernor General of Bengal. Mr. Sheridan calls them 
WEE deſpotic and extravagant authorities; and Mr. Haſ- 
tings has been violently abuſed for contending publicly; 
from the year 177 to the time the powers were granted 
to Earl Cornwallis, that ſuch additional authority was 
neceſſary to be veſted in the perſon to whom Great B. 
tain entruſted the care of her Indian empire. ro 56213 6 ml 


n Gin with thoſe ley poses Earl Corn- 
wallis left England. The ſyſtem of foreign and do- 
meſtic government which Mr. Haſtings had eſtabliſhed, 
was by many aſſerted to be criminal; and we have ſince 
carried that opinion to Weſtminſter Hall. Lord Corn- 
wallis had been above one year in Bengal, when the laſt 
| ſhip, the Ravenſworth, failed from thence ; and with all the 
induſtry that I have employed in order to obtain accurate 
information, aided by the advantages which the proceedings 
in Weſtminſter Hall have given to me, I have not been 
able to diſcover that his Lordſhip, in any one inſtance, 
1 1 - | bas 


* 
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ch 
tons 


devftand i it. 


en — life, was ſhocked at the ſhameleſs pro- 
fligacy which appeared in the debates of that day. The mi- 


„ 


wr hes Principles which were eſtabliſhed 


for the government of Bengal and its dependencies ſome 
years ago. I will not fatigue you, Sir Richard, by an In- 


dian derail nor will I puzzle you by hard names.  Inde- 


cent indeed would it be, were I to hint at any proceedings 5 
now pending, except for the mere purpoſe of illuſtrating 
an aſſertion which I ſhall always make, that neither Mr. 
Fox and his party, nor Mr. Pitt and his friends, knew 
the actual ſituation of the natives of India, at the time ſo 


much was ſaid of the injuries and oppreſſions which thoſe 


atives ſuſtained; and I think I ſhall be able to ſtate this 
in ſo clear a point of view, neee 


As o >» _ 
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ee of der er 
charge intitled . Furruckabad, was opened by Mr. 
Pelham. You may recolle&'in what terms the character 

| as he is called, was deſcribed by Mr. 


* 


of that Pri 


Pelham. Vou may 'recolle& the criminality that was 


* for his attempts to relieve 
-obohes: means to act honeſtly and 


geen to e : 


niſter of India, proſeſſing to think there was no great matter 
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10% nere o n , 1 1 71 
A moved, a few das qu, for a aper uhich came home 
by the Rarenſworthi, and it is Printed -by .arder. of the 


15 
o - * 
—_ 
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Houſe. I have inſerted it as an Appendix to this Letter, he 


and earneſtlymecemmand it to uur ſerious peruſal. It will 
convinge you, that advanced as we are in aur knowledge 


of India, we have qt much 60 Jeam when wwe go beyond 


our oN provinces. As a hiſtory, cit ĩs eurious and enter- 
taining; but it will no doubt appear a little extraordinary 


to you, that a Governor ſhould be cen ſured for a-fruiflels 


attempt to relicve Muzuffer Jung, the nnn and | 
e e . 


e BY very curious 1s paper 1 i Pa "Wes: 5 
en of Lord -Cornwallis, hich details the ſyſtem 
eſtabliſhed. between the governments of Bengal and of 
Oude. This paper is printed by order of the Houſe of 

Commons, and 1 have inſerted it, to ſhewy vou how cloſe 
Earl Cornwallis has kept to a reprobated ſyſtem in all 
that relates to our foreign connections. I might alſo 
quote extracts from public documents before the Houſe, 15 
which would Ne to Ju, that. the fame ſyſtem is 
M W 6-6 continued : 


[46] 


_ continued. for * government of Benares, and of all the 
Company's provinces, which was eſtabliſhed when Mr. 
Pitt firſt became the Miniſter ; but ſuch documents would 
ſwell this Letter beyond all reaſonable bounds, and you 


0 them Mendy” From! the Houſe of Commons. - 


| "Mr. Sheridan, wich 93 feeling, en it ce as à teaz- 
55 « ing circumſtance, to hear gentlemen of reſpectable 
<« abilities arguing upon, and drawing compariſons be- 
«© tween, the proviſions of the Two Bills, upon which 
it was perfectly obvious they had not eee to 
e beſtow any very minute degree of attention. Surely, 
Sir Richard, I may with more juſtice b if I may 
preſume to auimadvert upon the conduct of many gentlemen 
of reſ pectable abilities how often have I heard it predicted 5 
in the Houſe of Commons, that India was inevitably ruined. 
What different repreſentations have been made of the fame 
people, —of their manners and their cuſtoms, at different 
periods. Women in India, certain gentlemen affirmed 
laſt year, were ſecluded for ever from the ſight of men, 
immured in a ſeraglio, hut out from all communication 
with, the world; how abſurd to ſuppoſe that they ſhould 
excite inſurrections or encourage rebellion! In a country, 
faid Mr. Francis, « where wonnen are not allowed he 


« free 
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cc 88 in 905 moſt ts: deus concerns, Wy 


e it ſeems extraordinary that a lady (the Bhow Begum) 8 


i. ſhould preſume to WE of ; ee miniſters, and "oF 
« Ferting oat 
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This year we are totally to ca n our memories 


5 every thing we heard i in the laſt. We are now told, that 
independent of the charge of certain. concerns, to which 15 
it would be indecent for me to allude, women of high 


rank ji in India have great power, — have raiſed troops, —and 
are occaſionally conſulted on affairs of ſtate. I know 


this laſt account to be true, but how ſhall 1 reconcile it | 


e the favourite A ol laſt year? 


1 any thing further had been neceſſary to es 


the truth of my aſſertion relative to the government in 


India, the arrival of a ſhip from Bengal, in leſs than four 


months, would enable me to ſtate it. Vou cannot poſ- 
ſibly receive later advices from India ; ; and it appears, that 
the ſyſtem of government which it was the profeſſed ob- 
ject of the Two Bills to change, is continued in all its 


| parts. 8 Mr. Pitt has not made Zemindars country gentle- 


men, nor has he had ſo much Quixotiſm in his compoſi- | 


tion as to tranſmit an order for the  relinquiſhmment” of any 


one 


11 


one of theſe nag which, in u gates f years,” W 
have procurell. The Rock- -of the: FxRIndia — 
has inkreafctl greatly in uu finer the year IB tbe 
lieve from 118 to 176. If Mr. Fox dhad carricithe'pro- 
viſions of his Bill into effect, we ſhould, at this moment, 
have had neither property nor ſtock. Unqueltionably it 
may be true, that gentlemen who have no immediate 
concern in the Proſperity of the Company, may IH 'be 
anxious to promote it. — But it is a circumſtance a little 
remarkable, that of al the men WO have diſ played ſuch 
an anxiety for the wel fare of the natives, and the national 
Credit i in India, not one of them has the ſmalleſt perſonal 
intereſt in India Rock. Whether their property is veſted 
in houſes, lands, mines, or government: ſecurities, I 
know not; 3 but in Leadenball-Street they have no VE 
{eth. 


I do not underſtand the diſtinction which Mr. Sheridan 
draws between the Two Bills, in his concluding remark. 
| He ſtates Mr. Fox's Bill to be a meaſure of experiment, 
limited in its duration to four years, at 'the end of which 
time the Company might have been reſtored to all thoſe 
rights and privileges, which, conſiſtent with the ends of 


1 good LORD they could age Mr. Pitt's Bill, 
| T0 . l | 


t 


* jth, with its 5 acts, are N lage, 
E e lar the eee 
of India. 511 1 
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I am in the judgment, Sir Richard, of every gentle- 


man who attended the debates upon Mr. Fox's Bill, whe 


ther there ever was the {lighteſt idea expreſſed, or ſup- 
poſed to be entertained by any man living, of reſtoring 'to 
the Eaſt-India Company any. right or privilege, of any 


| Kind, at any time. It was aſſumed as a fact, that the 


Directors were incompetent, and the Proprietors auda- 
cious. The idea of truſting the management of a. great 
empire to Women and Jews, Turks and Infidels, was 
ſcouted, nruch to the ſatisfaction of Mr. Fox and his 
friends; and if any thing could add to the mortit ; 
of the Proprietors at. large, it was, that not only their 
property was confiſcated, but inſult was added to injury. 
They were reviled, abuſed, and laughed at; yet now 
we are ſeriouſly told, that their rights ms privileges 
might have been reſtored to them at the end of EW 


years. 


I think I have proved to you, Men if hi . at- 
Mr. Fox's Bill had literally been carried into effect, the 
whole property of the Company had been very inadequate 
; - 5 indeed 


[ 50 85 WS 
4 indeed to effect fuch a purpoſe, A great Alan Py 
been made to the national debt, and India would ban 


bern a millſtone round the neck of Great Britain. 


5 mY Pitt's Bill, 46 I e ie, has left to the Eaſt- 
India Company a vaſt maſs of patronage and power; nor 
can I conceive that it tends in the ſlighteſt degree to pre- 
judge that great queſtion which muſt be determined, if 
dur charter is not renewed. But of the renewal of the 
charter I never entertained much doubt; - and ſince | the 
diebates upon the Declaratory Bill, I am convinced that 
the independent members of the Houſe of Commons will 
never ſubmit to any ſyſtem for India, which ſhall not 
make the Eaſt-India Company the medium for condugting 
"> the d and e . che e 5 


abe Sheridan, I ink? 10 collected all the 8 of 5 
diſputes between the Directors and the Board of Controul 
that are of any moment; and he ſays, „The laſt inef- 
« fectual ſtruggle of the Company appears to have been 
© made.” I draw a concluſion directly oppoſite A law 
was framed by which his Majeſty's miniſters became re- 
ſponſible for the preſervation and good government of 


| India. The general management of all affairs was left 


as NONE] in the hands of the Eaſt-India Company, but 
18 1 b . 1 


t * 1 


| Tubje& to the. reviſion and cnbke of thoſe whom the 1 


ae had made e nee We "1 


| 8 this ben no man will 47 wi Indi Is not 
been wich governed. No man will ſay that the expect- 
ations, if not the hopes, of the Ex- party have been gra- 
tified. I agree with Mr. Sheridan that w——_ can be 
more diſſimilar than the Bills of Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt 3 
yet we were told, that if the former Bill ſhould not- pals, _ 
India would fall into utter ruin. Look to facts, Sir 
Richard. What is the ſtate of India at this moment? 
The Britiſh name reſpected throughout Indoſtan, and the 
ſubjects of the Company's dominions, if we are to believe 
Sir John Macpherſon, the happieſt and beſt protected 
e ſubjects in Aſia. — At home, a vaſt circulation is kept 
up, —the tonnage of the Company is doubled, — the ſtock 
increaſes in value, and tales of horror and ruin are no 


longer bel ieved. 


ade the year 1784, when Mr. Pitt's Bill paſſed into 
a law, ſeveral differences of opinion have occurred between 
the Directors and the Board of Controul; the. former 
however have af*rted their privileges with firmneſs, and 
by compelling the Commiſſioners to come to Parliament 


upon the laſt dif] Pute, the peer” of the Directors is more 
accurately 


8 1 52 ; 
accurately defined ; and 1 will venture to aſſert, that: if 
the Commiſſioners ſhould attempt to encroach upon our 
privileges, ſo far from our having made the laſt ineffectual _ 
ſtruggle, we ſhall be ready to petition Parliament, in 
confidence that our complaints will be.fully-redrefled. 
Il Will take upon me to affirm alſo, that miniſterial influ- 
ence in Leadenhall-ſtreet has been leſs fince Mr. Pitt's Bill 
paſſed, than during the adminiſtration of Lord North. 
His Lordſhip, in fact, appointed Mr. Haſtings four ſeveral 
times to the government of Bengal. He appointed Mr. 
Wheler, Mr. Macpherſon, Mr. Stables, Mr. Stewart, and 
Sir Eyre Coote, „by a due exertion of the weight of 
influence, to poſts in the Supreme Council. He ſent 
governors and officers to Madras; and Mr. Fox once 
complained in the Houſe, that he was foiled in his at- 
attempt to remove his friend the Earl of Sandwich from 
the Admiralty, by the weight and influence of the Eaft | 
| India SY IF 


Em ever have had, and ever will have, and ever 
| ought to have a certain degree of influence in the Eaſt 
India Company; but Mr. Fox's cure for this evil 
is curidus indeed: —at one ſweep he takes the whole 


61 


into his, own 3 which is b the moſt nn 
. of putting an end to Gavel, ee, and Influence. 5 


5 * 2 ny ; 


Mr. Sheridan fays, 00 Theirs poor is the triumph — 1 
6e love not the popular part of our conſtitution 3 : whoſe 
credit and whoſe principles proſper: in the abaſement 
cc of all E characber, c 

dee is fark a fund of good ſenſe in the people * 
England, that every attempt to debaſe a public character 
would certainly bring diſgrace: upon the perſon Who at- 
tempted it, provided that public character had acted con 
ſiſtently, and honourably through life 3 but where we 
obſerve the ſame men differing at different periods, both 
as to their opinions of men and meaſures, it is perfectly 
natural to ſuppoſe thet the Public will not be neh 
V ſounds. are i oe . 
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There was a time 1 the Public reſted with Gully 
upon popular characters. That time, thank God, is paſt. 
And let me put it to the underſtanding of any gentleman, 
whether this country bas not flouriſhed more ſince the 
Public gave u p their confidence i in what were termed po- 


pular characters, than it had done before. Popular cha- 


. were certainly abaſed in the Jer 1 78; 3, when, for 
O 3 
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the eſtabliſhment 80 power, they A n f 
The event which then happened might have afforded 

triumph to thoſe who had had the ſagacity to obſerve 
how long the Public had been impoſed upon by artful 
and deſigning men; but the conſtitution acquired ad- 
ditional ſtrength, * che fortunate detection of falſe 


Feen 


What the general We of 1 are, bend 
thoſe which I have mentioned, [ proteſt to you I know not. 


At the commencement of this century, and until after the 


year 1745, any man could define the principles of Whigs, 
Tories, and Jacobites. The latter race of men are hap- 
pily extinct—but Whips and Tories are now ſo mixed to- 
gether, that no man can ſeparate them; nor can I dif- 
cover any criterion by which a modern Whig can be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, except this, that he wears a blue | coat and a 
buff . [je | | 5 


l wiſh not to be miſunderſtood i in any thing that I have 
aid relative to Lord North. I mean not to impute to 
him thoſe calamities which happened during his admini- 
ſtration, and profeſs myſelf utterly unable to determine 
whether a OY ought to fall upon him, 


LF upon 


rut 


upon thoſe i 1 or pon a mankire if 15 
| moſt violent and determined oppoſition that this country 
has ever known. But the manlineſs with which Lord 


North has ſtood forth on all occaſions when his conduct 
has been arraigned, and his readineſs to meet any enquiry 


from any quarter, ought to field him from perſonal re- 


flections; and I believe the gentleman who laſt uttered _ 
them in à certain place, was ſo ſenſible of the diſguſt with. 
which his ſtrictures were received, that * 21 be more 

ſparing of invective hereafter.  . rr vi te © 


All I canta; 1s, that dui Lond North's admini- 
ſtration, this country was reduced from the -higheſt 
proſperity to the deepeſt diftreſs ; that the nation could 
not patiently ſuffer the emoluments of government to be 
divided amongſt thoſe who had for many years been in 
the habit of accuſing each other as the authors of the 
public calamities; and that the India Bill of Mr. Fox 
was framed for the purpoſe of giving ſuch a ſtrength to the 
coalition, as ſhould ſuſtain them in office Againſt all fu- 
ture th . 


„ me to ae. you to a ſpeech of Mr. Powys ah 
while the Bill was. under diſcuſſion ; you will there, 
find 


— 


••JJJ 4. 
find the ſame opinion, expreſſed in more forcible lan- 
Is am, with great truth and regard, 
VV, 
| M | and obedient, humble ſervant, 
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The Right Honourable Earl Cornwallis, Governor General, &c, be. 
Council Fort William. 


- 


My Lord anD 53 8 | 15 1 
A you have declared that the reſolutions you have Jatly formed, relative 


to Furruckabad, are only temporary, and that you mean to reviſe 


them, I think it my indiſpenſable duty to throw every light upon the ſubject 
in my power, by laying before your Board whatever information I have been 
able to collect. This I give in the form of a narrative, which commences 


with the firſt eſtabliſhment of the government of the Patans in theſe FR ; 


and continues till the preſent time. 


In the reign of Alumgeer, a Patan or Affghan of che W e tribe, 


named Ayne Khan, an adventurer from Koriſton, came and ſettled at Mow, 
where many years before various ſects had gradually aſſembled from the ſame 
country, and 1 a large and populous city, dependent on the Mogul go- 

P vernment. 


— 
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88 
; vernment. Theſe adventurers maintained themſelves, by entering as mercena- 
5 ries into the ſervice of any power which choſe to employ them: they were 
„ Cavalry. highly eſteemed as Sawars *; and Ayan Khan ſeems to have acted with them 


in a ſubordinate capacity, until his return to his native country, e be- 
bind his ſon Mahommud Khan, born to him at Mow. 


Mahommud Khan, when alad, was much patroniſed by Koſim 1 
Jemadar of Sawars, beſtowing on him his daughter (who will hereafter be 
diſtinguiſhed under the title of Beebie Saheb) in marriage, and leaving him 
at his deceaſe the poſſeſſion of all his effects. He now took upon himſelf the 
title of Jemadar ; and collecting together about two hundred Sawars, entered 
into the ſervice of the Rajah of Dutteah in Bundelkund. In this ſervice he 
| muſt have acquired conſiderable conſequence, as it appears, that previous 
A. H. 1125. to the deciſtve battle in the plains of Secundra (A. H. one thouſand one 
A. B. 1713. hundred and twenty five, A. D. one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirteen), 
; which placed Furruckſeer upon the throne; he had been introduced to that 

prince by the two Seids, Hoſſain Allei Khan, and Abdoolah Khan; and that 
bringing with him four or five thouſand men in arms, ſuch critical ſupport 
immediately procured him the honour of a khelaat, and a muſnud of five 
- thouſand, In this action he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the gallantry of his be- 
haviour; and in reward of his ſervices had tw Ive villages in the Purgunnah 
of Bozepour conferred upon him in Altumgah, in the name of his wife Bhebee 
Saheb, Theſe he took poſſeſſion of, deſtroying or driving away fuch of the 
Rajepoots (the original proprietors of the lands) as gave him any oppoſi- 
tion, and here built a city, which, in honour of his patron Furruckſeer, was 
named Furruckabad, and which at this day, includes within its walls the 
aforementioned twelve villages. In this ſmall beginning originates the Sou- 
bahdaree of Furruckabad. Mahommud Khan, in the courſe of about thirty 
years, by obtaining further grants in Altumgah, and in Jagheer, but princi- 
pally by farming the lands adjacent to his own, from the Jagurdaran and 
Muſſul- doran of the empire, and, gradually diſallowing the claims of the 
individuals to rent, eſtabliſhed before his death an eſtate for his family, 
yielding a revenue of forty or fifty lacs of rupees, and which the diſtracted 
ſtate of the Mogul et Wai enabled him, as it cakes b Be to i 
in independence. | BOOT | (de 


\ 


It may not be improper pere to mention, that Mabommud Khan was 4 
abel be. his own power, as to mann Sadit Khan the ba of Oude, and 
| father- 
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father-in-law of . Sufdar Tong ; and the letters which paſſed on this 55 
engendered the PER which vas. ever ſince lubhiteg, between the two fa- 


milies. 9 Fat | | - 


On the Ieceaſe of W Khan, his ſon Kaim Khan Matetee to 
his eſtate and honours, and remained in quiet adminiſtration of them about 
ſix years, until the emperor Ahmed Shaw, adopting the opinions of his 
vizier Sufdar Jung, became jealous of the growing power of the Patans, and 
wiſhed to render them the inſtruments of each others deſtruction. To ac- 
compliſh this, he affected diſpleaſure at the Rohillas, and- gave a ſunnud for 


55 


- 


their country beyond the Ganges in Jageer to Kaim Khan Bunguſh,' or- 


dering him to take poſſeſſion of it. As the Rohillas were the weaker party 
of the two, they thought reſiſtance impolitic, therefore agreed to ſubmit, 
on condition that they might be allowed to remain in the country, and 
hold their lands in fee of their newly- appointed lord. Kaim Khan was ſa- 
tisfied, but Mahommud Khan, his principal miniſter, a violent and enter- 
priſing man, inſiſted, that as the Rohillas were not their equals either 
in courage or numbers, they ſhould be deſtroyed. They were in conſe- 
quence attacked, and in the action, moſt of the leaders of the Furruckabad 
Patans, together with Kam Wi and his miniſter, fell the victims 185 am- 
EF V 

80 medacat n an ee del FR Jeng of fo. many Ind a Joſs of all 


the military ſtores, afforded Sufdar Jung (the father of Sujah ul Doulah) 
the opportunity of ſatisfying his enmity, by the total ruin of the Furrucka- 
bad family; he immediately iſſued orders to Nevil Race, his naib in Oude, 


to march and poſſeſs himfelf of the territories and effects of his fallen enemy. 


But before Neyil Race could arrive, Beebee Saheb, to whoſe cuſtody was 
entruſted the whole wealth of the family; had raiſed to the ſeat of power, 


F 


Imam Khan, one of the very. numerous progeny * of Mahommud Khan,” * 27 ſons, 


who.. had, in his zennanah nearly a thouſand women, forty or fifty of who 
are ſtill living. Nevil Race ably executed his commiſſion in the eaſtern 


ſtyle. To extract the wealth of the family, he engaged to ſupport. the nomi- 


nation of Beebee Saheb on her agreeing to pay a crore of rupees; the, it is. 
ſaid, more than completed her agreement; but by the fraudulent valuation 
of the jewels, Nevil Race formed a pretence for claiming a balance of forty 
lacks, on the non-payment. of which, he proceeded to the completion of 


bis commiſſion, by taking poſſeſſion of the country, and ſeizing the perſons 
15 N of 


Eſtimated 
$0,000, and 
100 guns. 


leaders of the Furruckabad and the Rohilla Patans. With this force he 
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of Beebee Saheb, en Khan, Comp of his brothers, and five of the prin- 


cipal adopted ſlaves of the family; retaining Beebec Saheb in his own camp, 


he diſtributed the men between Delhi and Allahabad, where they were af- 
terwards put to death. One ſon of Mahommud Khan's, named Ahmed 


Khan, a miſerable cripple from ill health, was negleQed as too contemp- 


tible to give any further diſturbance, and retired to Mow, where afterwards 
Beebee Saheb, having eſcaped by ſtratagem from Nevil Race, alſo took 


| refuge. On her arrival, ſhe found the inhabitants in a ferment, and ready 


to vadertake the moſt daring efforts; one of the Mow Patans having 
killed a Mogul officer of Nevil Race's, they dreaded his vengeance on 
their whole tribe, and were gathered together for mutual ſecurity. Com- 
paſſion for her, in addition to apprehenſion for themſelves, rendered them 
deſperate. This tumultuous aſſembly loudly demanded one of Mahommud 
Khan's deſcendants; and Ruſtum Khan, the head of this inſurrection, forced 
on Ahmed Khan the oſtenſible command; Ahmed Khan took the field 
vader a ſurkee reed chappah, with about fix or ſeven thouſand men, of all 
tribes of Patans, excepting Rohillas, without guns, without ſtores. Con- 
vinced that Ruſtum Khan was driving him on to certain deſtruction, Nevil 
Race, at this time at Kannoge with a numerous army *. and large train of 
artillery, marched to the neighbourhood of Khadah / Gunge, and entrenched 
himſelf; here he was ſurpriſed whilſt performing his religious ceremonies, 


- ad ere he had time to put himſelf at the head of his troops, his lines were 


forced; and an accidental ſhot Killing him, a general flight enſued, re- 


Warding this deſperate attempt with a complete age and the 8 png | 


of all the' eannon and e fes idres: of the A 
4; 73.4 Th: 


The vulgar have. a ſtory, that afar this aſtoniſhing . Ahmed Wiles 


ſuddenly recovered his proper form, and became perfe&ly ſtraight : : It ; is 


fact, that he recovered his health, but ee life was ſo lame as to be 


unable to walk, „ 


Ahmed Khan thus ſaw himſelf onexpeaedly raiſed to great power; and 
the former poſſeſſions of his family daily falling in to him, the collections of 
which enabled him to draw to his ſtandard near twenty thouſand men, 
amongſt theſe ſome Rohillas, who joined him in hopes of plunder; it was 
not till a year afterwards 'that any treaty of amity took place between the 


prepared to oppoſe Sufdar Tr ung, who was approaching from Delhi with the 
1 imperial 


— 


— 


vl army, ſaid to be upwards of o one hundred thouſand: . to — 1 


him, according to the Eaſtern phraſe, for his arrogance. Their armies en- 


gaged in the Purgannah of Sahowe, and notwithſtanding the great ſupe- 
riority of the Imperialiſts, Ahmed Khan gained a complete victory: Sufdar 
Jung himſelf was wounded on dae head, and asd e e u b to | 


Dun. gr wei ent 4 


In this battle Ren Kin was 4 and the bearer 8 125 intelligence 
lamented as he related the misfortune; but Ahmed Khan ſmiled and ſaid, 
« thou haſt brought me tidings of a ſecond victory ; I am lord, all is well.” 
He immediately acquired and ſettled the collections of almoſt all the pro- 
vince of Owde, as far eaſtward as Lucknow, and the whole of the Doab 
down to Allahabad, which he marched to reduee; but ere that fortreſs ſur- 


rendered, he was recalled to Furruekabad by the return of Sufdar Jung, 
reinforced by a large body of Mahrattas under Mulhar Row, whoſe offer of 
ſervice had previouſly been arrogantly refuſed by Ahmed Khan, who boaſting _ 


of his victories told him to look to the protection of his own country, for he 


ſhould ſoon be on the banks of the Nurbuda. Ahmed Khan haſtened te. 
Furruckabad, removed his family, and ordered all the citizens, with their ; 
effects, to croſs to the oppoſite bank of the Ganges, where Sadulah Khan; 
and other Rohilla chiefs, together with Mahommud Khan, his own ſon, 


had taken poſt with thirty thouſand horſe, in ſuch manner as either to afford 
_ affiſtance to their ally, whoſe army was ewe at FR Ghur, or defend 
their own territories, | | 8 


The army of Sufdar Jung was ſo-numerous as almoſt totally to Fe 
both parties; and the Rohillas being worſted in an attack they made on the 


enemy, Ahmed Khan. conſidered his ſituation no longer tenahle, croſſed the 
Ganges with conſiderable. loſs in the face of the enemy, and joining the 


Rohillas, retreated, cloſely purſued for ſome days by the Vizier, towards the 


hills north of Rohilcund, where they ſecured themſelyes in their fortreſſes. 


The blockade of the Patans continued about two months, in which time 
Ahmed Khan gained over the Mahratta to his intereſts, and by his means a 
treaty of diviſion of the lands, which had been held by Kain Khan, was 


ſettled between the three chiefs, but which in no wiſe affected the ſituation 


of the Rohillas, who not being principals in the contention, reſumed their 


former pretenſions. Ahmed Khan was reſtored to the ſixteen and half Pur- 
e now ene the Furruckabad diſtricts, which at an time yielded 


5 | | - (excloliye 
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5 A. O. 1770. 
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_ (excluſive of the city of Furruckabad), a revenue of ſixteen lacks Is rupees; 


and this, including the city duties, is at this day reduced, by the diſtractions 
of the government, to a ſum. not exceeding ſeven lacks, ſuppoſing" the 
country in a ſtate of tranquillity. I cannot exactly mark the, line of the 
other diviſions, as there has been no regular ſurvey of this country, but 
both remained with Mulhar Row; for Sufdar Jung, reſuming the country 
he poſſeſſed. previouſly to .his defeat by Ahmed Khan in Sahour, made over 
his diviſion to Mulhar Row, to continue with him until the collections ſhould 


have made good the ſum promiſed for his aſſiſtance. 


Theſe diviſions Mulhar Row retained till the laſt irruption of the Paas, 
Shaw Abdallah, A. H. one thouſand one hundred and ſeventy-four, at 


which time Ahmed Khan, the Robilla chiefs, and Sufdar Jung, baving 


joined them with their forces, and materially contributed to the defeat of 
the Mahrattas, obtained as a reward ſunnuds from Abdallah, beſtowing on 
them all the lands of the Doab which had been ſeized by the Mahrattas. 


This acquiſition increaſed Ahmed Khan' J income to forty lacks of rupees, 
okich he enjoyed until A. H. 1183-4. Scindia Tookajee Holkar, and 


 Ramchund Gunuz, with a large force, came down and encamped within a 


few coſy of Furruckabad, demanding reſtitution of the diſtricts which had 


been held by Mulhar Row, and the arrears of revenue. Ahmed Khan, now 
blind, and aged fixty or ſeventy, was happy to compromife the demand by 
a ceſſion of the lands ao; and _ TE year: cord his active 
life, 


It may be heceſſary here to mention, FOR Ahmed Khan, previouſly to 
Abdallah's laſt irruption, had been called to Delhi by the vizier Gazzul- 


deen Khan to ſupport his intereſts againſt the famous Rohillah, Nujidbul 
: Dowlah, whom Ahmed Khan ſuperſeded as beckſhe of the empire. During 


his reſidence - there, he accumulated riches, and brought off with -him the 


choĩceſt of pictures, and moſt valuable books in the royal library. He 
further enriched himſelf by the acquiſition of a conſiderable part of Koſſim 


Alli Khan's wealth, after his flight from Bengal. The generoſity of Ahmed 


Khan, was diſplayed in his conduct towards his hereditary enemy Sujah vl 


„  Dowlah on his total overthrow by the Engliſh, and the ſoundneſs of Wie 
judgment, by the advice he gave him, to ſeek the friendſhip of a power he 


was unable to oppoſe :- perhaps it is to this advice that the nam tre Oude 


owe their Kn honours. 


His 
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Elis abilities are undoubted; and the wealth he was poſſeſſed of at his 


death is ſaid. to have amounted to two crores of rupees.” Many of his 


adopted flayes were very opulent; his Khonſumah, Sujah Dil- Khan, had-ac- 
cumolated "fifteen lacks of rupees, and flying ſome time! afterwards, - Mar- 
ried his daughter to Affraiſab Khan; and this is the woman who has lately 
made ſo diſtinguiſhed a figure in her defence of Ally Ghur againſt the 


arms of Scindia. Sujait Dil Khan himſelf was kelladar of Se”! www re- 


Swe and they are both' now in confinement at eee | 
When the Mahrattas. forced 1 Khan to a to 1 e ag 


they alſo ſeized on Etawah and other diſtricts belonging to the Rohillas; | 


both acquiſitions remained with them four years, until the diſturbances in 
the Decan requiring the immediate preſence of the Sirdars and molt of their 
troops, Sujah ul Dowlah thought it a favourable opportunity to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of the nearly 'abdicated diſtricts, and therefore brought forward: his 
long dormant claim on the lands Eonquered by his father from Ahmed Khan, 
and only made over to Mulhar Row for a ſtipulated time. Previous to this, 
the Rohillas had applied to Sujah ul Dowlah to aſſiſt them in recovering the: 
above ſeizure from 5 ane and e zer e . 


of f this Kiten ene e 80h ul -Dowlah ſeems to hive availes kimſely in 
the claim he made on the Rohillas for forty lacks of rupees; and ar this 


1773. 


time originates the firſt treaty, A. H. 1186, between Sujah Dowlah and A. D. 1772, 


Muzuffer Jung, then a minor, in which the vizier adepts him as his child, 
_ declaring that he comes to fecover for him the lands wreſted from his father 
by the Mahrattas; and that, „on the expulſion of the enemy from the 
« country of my child (which | is at preſent in the hands of the Mahrattas) 
« will deliver and place it in the hands of the faid Muzuffer Jung in the 
« ſame manner as formerly. '” Yet, after having expelled them, on the en- 


ſuing year originates a ſecond treaty, differing materially from the firſt, apo- 


| logizing for not acting up to the original contract, having undergohe 
great expences for two or three years in oppoſing the Mahrattas, and con- 
cluding with a promiſe of a partial reſtoration, provided Muzuffer Jung 
continued in every reſpect agreeably to his pleaſure; and at any time when 
he might be out of his own country, accompanied him with a body of nine 
or ten thouſand followers. In compliance with this article, Muzuffer Jung 
J 4 the vizier to o the Rohills war ; but Vnavle to move or pay his 
. troops, 


* 
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| troops, a lack of rupees was lent him by the vizier, and in this ſum origi- 
N nates the nuzzeranah, ſince fixed on thoſe Pergunnahs, which are ſtill called 
the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, and which devolved to him from his father Ahmed 
| Khan. Thus, under pretence of aſſiſting tke Robillas, and the Pataus of 
Furruckabad, in both inſtances he poſſeſſed himſelf of a large tract of coun- 
try belonging to each family, and eſtabliſhed a further claim on them for the 
expences of his own acquiſition, With reſpect to Muzuffer Jung, his mi- 
nority, his imbecillity, his vicious diſpoſition, naturally produced the down- 
fal of the houſe, which had flouriſhed under the intrepid and vigorous 
government of Ahmud Chan and he was ſacrificed to the viziet by: the 
leading man of the day, his uncle Khodahbund ie owt | 


Having brought the narrative to "this point, I ſhall now e 1 e yet to 
the immediate affairs of Furruckabad, from the acceſſion of Muzuffer Jung to 


: the Seubahdarree, commencing three years een to the Rohilla n 


A. P. 7. On the à2d of Rubbee ul Owul, A. H. 1185, Ahmed Khan died; his 
8 death is the ſignal of contention; anarchy pervades the whole country; and 
there is little more to relate than a ſucceſſion of intrigues and villanies. Ah- 
med Khan left two avowed ſons by a ſlave, Muzuffer Jung fifteen, and Dil 
Dibere, Hemut Khan about eight years old; alſo a grandſon, Saheb Hemut 
Khan, the child of Mahommud Khan, his only legitimate male offspring. 


A variety of intereſts diſputed the ſucceſſion ; but s Scheb t Khan q 
infancy precluded an attention to His claim. e 


With the news of this misfortune a general alarm ſpread. fn the eity; 5 
the ſhops were ſhut; and nearly three thouſand perſons, the neareſt relations, 
the friends, and the adopted flaves of the deceaſed, collected i in the fort. 
Aſter violent diſputes, Mortuza Khan, the brother of Almed Khan, united 
the ſuffrages, and received the nuzzers of all preſent, excepting five, who 
ſtood firm for Muzuffer ] ung. The Buckſhee Tuker ul Dowlah was the 
head of theſe, and his ability in the courſe of the day decided the conteſt 
in favour of the preſent Nabob. He obtained from Muzuffer Jung' 8 mother 
twenty thouſand gold mohurs, with which he immediately began paying the 
arrears of thoſe Sirdars, and others who ſwore, to ſupport Muzuffer Jung; 
and, as an incitement to their conſtancy, he. promiſed | them another month 8 
wages in twenty days. Mortuza Than, djeced b all ene two friends, 


was permitted to on OO A SR ROD Fe rags 


About 


APPEND K, Nr | 
About two menths after the acceſſion of Muauffer ] hg: Shaw Allum, 


— 


Sn his way to Delhi, engamped near to the city of Furtuckabad, and re- 


ceived a nugzer of fix. or ſeyen lacks of rupees. Not long after Shaw Al. 


lom's departures Ozem Khan, another brother of Ahmed Khan's, made an 
vnſucqceſsful attempt for the Soubabdaree; Fuker vi Nowlah's' activity de- 


feated bis ſehemes; his troops were routed, and the conteſt terminated in 
the impriſonment of himſelf and Shaw Begum, the widow of Kaim Khan; 
by whoſe money he had been aided in the inſurrection: vexation, and dread 


of; inſult, induced her to kill herſeif. In conſequence, her e to > the . | 


amount of four Jacks af rupees, was confiſcated. | 


Fuker ul Dowlah continued in office fourteen months j but Git he. - 


retained his power more through the apprehenſion and the aſcendancy he 
had gained, than through the inelination of his pupil ; he had incurred his 
hatred, by reprimanding him for, and reſtraining him as much as poſſible 
from, evil habits and low company. To ſuch intimates Muzuffer Jung often 
in private expreſſed his:wiſh to deſtroy Fuker ul Dowlah, and the ſpirited 
meaſure the Buckſhee took to diſcharge the arrears of the troops, accelerated 
his deſtruction. It appears that the treaſure of Ahmed Khan already failed; 
ſome had been diſſipated, ſome diſttibuted to gain the troops; but for the 
greater pant, fraudulently appropriated by thoſe, in whoſe charge it had 


been given by the deceaſed. Proſperity had rendered him ö and there 


were no accounts kept of his wealth. 


The expence of the troops which raiſed Moeuffer Ju ung to the Soubah- 
| F Was three lacks per menſem, which _ ee could not uppers 
and they were mutinous for pay. es 


Fuker ul Dowlah, clearly perceiving the 1 which threatened = | 


newly-eſtabliſhed government, advifed the Nabob to aſſeſs the rich ſer- 


vants of his father, whereby the arrears might be paid up, and the army | 


immediately reduced. The advice was adopted, bur its Execution irritated 
the great Chelahs®, and-thefe eaſily obtained the Nabob's order for the af- 
faſſi nation of his faithful ſervant; notwithſtandin an oath previouſly pledged * 


- 
* 
* 
. 
; 1 4 
5 . 
* 
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Slaves. 


for his ſafety. He was murdered by Numdar than, who was 7 7 next t'day 
: facrificed to the reſentment of 'Dherea Khan. | 8 


On the death of Fuker ul Dowlah, Khodahbund Khan, 2 pee; & 
Ahmed * and one of the enemies of the deceaſed, took the management 
R . of 


1774 
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of the Nabob and his affairs, and exacting a large ſum from the Gi of 
Fuker vl Dowlah, appointed him to his father's office of Buckſhee; his next 
ſtep was to inſtigate the troops to mutiny, and, to appeaſe them, perſuaded 
the Nabob to ſell a conſiderable part of his jewels, vhich he bought himſelf 
at the rate of four annas in the rupee of their real value. Previouſly to this, 
he had fraudulently procured, the Bhegum mother's jewels to be confided 
to him, which he never returned. The weaknefs of the government ſoon 
become obviags, and all parties ſeemed reſolved" to profit by it. The Pa- 
tans ſeized and encloſed whatever lands they choſe; the aumils ann 
the zemindars reſiſted, and the revenues of courſe fell ſnort. 


Khodabund Khan, deſirous to ſecure his own power, ſought the protection 


5 of the vizier Saujah Dowlah, to which he ſacrificed the intereſts of the 


Nabob. During his adminiſtration, the two treaties which I have before 
mentioned, were made, and the Nabob, after ſeveral interviews with Saujah 
Dowlah, was induced to attend him to the Rohilla war, from whence he 
returned, incumbered with a debt to the Vizier, of three lacks of rupees, and 
accompanied with two of the Vizier's regiments, to protect him againſt his 
own ſubjects. and ſuch was his improvidence, or the ill advice he received, 
that he actually employed theſe troops to expel from the cities of Fur- 
ruckabad and Mow, thoſe very Patans who had either * or en 
his father, in oppoſition to the houſe of Sufdar Jung. 


The Nabob, on his return, became diſſatisfied, and diſmiſſed Khodak- 
bund Khan; and Beenaram, who originally ſerved: the Nabob as a common 
peadah,. of two rupees. monthly wages, having ingratiated himſelf with his 
maſter, and long previouſly obtained charge of the Taſhick Khonah, ſuc- 
ceeded to his office. | 

But his power was of ſhort 8 for on i Fey of genie Doclab, 
Netherban Khan, a fugitive Chelah from Furruckabad, and who is now 
in the ſervice of the king at Delhi, came from Lucknow, appointed by the 
preſent Vizier Azoph ul Doulah to the Neabut, in conſideration of his 
having engaged to be reſponſible for the three lacks of rupees borrowed 
from Soujah Doulah, and for a nuzzer of fifty thouſand rupees to Elaje 
Khan the miniſter. On his arrival he confined Beenaram, and completed 
his engagement with the court of Lucknow, ny” TOP * ere 18 * | 
From a fale of ſome of the eee p en 195 
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? ha abs year, 1189, another 1 in FOE 8 was effected 5 the 6 
authotity of the court of Lucknow. Lar Allee, the ſervant of Mheerban 
han, was exalted in his room. The firſt act of Var Allee was to releaſe 


Beenaram, taking from him about ſixty thouſand. rupees; and the Nabob 
Muzuffer Jung then ſwore upon the Koran, that he would ſuffer no injury 
whatſoever. Scarce a week had elapſed, when Mheerban Khan, having paid 


a nuzzer to the Vizier's miniſter, was reinſtated; and 'reſolved, if poſſible, - 


to ſecure his power, by the deſtruction of his opponents, inſinuated to the 


Nabob, that Beenaram was his enemy, and ought therefore to be puniſhed 


with death. The Nabob aſſented, and immediately ſent one of his own 
ſervants to call Beenaram, who excuſed himſelf from obedience, by al- 


leging that Mheerban Khan would kill him; Muzuffer Jung ſent back 


his oath in promife of protection, on which Beenaram relying, came, and - 
offering his head to the Nabob, ſaid, If 1 have committed any erime, kill 
me with your own hands, but do not ſacrifice me to others. The Nabob 


then aſſured him of his friendſhip, and directing him to remain where he 


was until his return, which would be immediately, reticed into the zenanah, 
and having ſecured the door withinſide, ſent, by a ſeidance, the order for 
his death; he was then aſſaſſinated in the kaſſmehal by Mheerban Khan, 
together with thirteen out of ſixteen of his attendants.” This: maſſacre was 


followed by that of Yar Allee, who was . ſent for, ne blown away. 
from the muzzle of a gun. e 7 PI pee 


Shortly after this event, Azoph ul Doulah, with his tier 1 


ul Doulah, encamped his army on the river ſide cloſe to Furruckabad, and 


forced Muzuffer Jung to deliver up two hundred pieces of ordnance, his 
camp equipage, and elephants . It was underſtood to be the Nabob 


Azoph ul Doulah's intention, to confiſcate all the effects, to ſeize on the 
country, and ſend the Nabob Muzuffer Jung a priſoner to Lucknow ; but this 


tribute of four lack fifty thouſand rupees. to the court of Lucknow, 


Rhamul Khan, who was employed i in this negociation, on preſenting a nuzzer 
ol fifty thouſand rupees to Mocktar ul Doulah, was appointed naib;. and 
the depoſed Mheerban Khan and Sujah Dil Khan, the aumil of Shumſhabad, 
were both. thrown, into confinement, but releaſed. on the payment of -t Wee 
thouſand rupees each, to Mocktar ul Doulahs „ 


Wich 


A. D. 1776. 


Said to have 
loaded 60 or 
= hackeries. 


was averted by the remonſtrances, and through the influence, of the. Engliſh 
reſident, then with Azoph ul, Doulah; and as a; compromiſe, a treaty was 
made, by which the Nawob Muzuffer Jung was bound to pay annually a. 


A. D. 1776. 


A PAE NDH X, 4 No. . 


Wich the year 1190 commenced, in conſequence of the abovementioned = 
treaty; the management by. Sezauwals, appointed! by the court of Lucknow. 
The norvrious diſtraction of Muzuffer Jung's government, not admitting 
a ptobability of his fulfillidg bis engagement, there was alſo a naib on the 
part of Muzuffer Jung; and henceforward there has been invariably an 
interference of the Engliſh, either directly or indirectiy, in the affairs of 
Furruckabad, und detachments of the Company's troops have been gene- 
rally employed under che native Sezauwals or Naibs, to enforce the col- 
lections. Abdoolah Beg was the firſt Serauwal, and Rhamul Khan Naib, 
but the latter ſoon gave place to Mortuxa Khan, the uncle of Muzuffer 
Jung, who purchaſed his appointment at Lucknow; the Nabeb was ter- 
rified at the exaltation of his opponent, and fled to the Vizier's court; there, 
aſſured of Mortuza Khan's ſupport, he returned to Furruckabad. But 


ſhortly after, Mortuza Khan was again ſuſpected, and narrowly eſcaped 


with his life to Ghode; and his fervant and betrayer, Saheb Allum, ſuc- 
oeeded, by Muzuffer Jung's appointment, to his office. He held it only 


two months, when the Nabob, diſtruſtful of him alfo, cauſed his aſſaſſination 


by Oſtran Khan, in the ſame place where Beenaram fell; and nearly in the 
ſame minher, and in the ſame ſpot, and under dem ber ineamyPances, On 
Khan was killed, when Mr. Shee was Sezauwal. | 


From this time the Nabob, diflatisfied with the reſtraint he ſuffered, 
continually forwarded complaints, and was often himfelf the bearer of them, 
Theſe were productive of a frequent change of -Sezauwals, and his jealouſy, 
together with the intrigues of his own people at Lucknow, a conſtant 
fluctuation of naibs, and the conſequent diminution of his revenue; little | 
temarkable happened until the appointment of Mr. Shee, excepting the 
murder of the unfortunate uncle Mortuza Khan, who, coming from Ghode, 
in hopes of getting his jagheer reſtored, was, by order of Muzuffer Jung, 
attacked within a mile of Futtyghur Camp, by Meer Mogul and others, 


and brought into Furruckabad, deſperately wounded; it is affirmed, and 


generally believed, that his wounds were drefled with poiſonous leaves, of 


which he died in the greateſt torment the following day. I may here inſert 


there i as no aſcertaining t the ian 


the fate of Saheb Heemut Khan, the grandſon of Ahmed Khan, formerly 
mentioned, though it happened ſome years ſubſequent to this period. His 
promiſing genius created apprehenfion, and produced his confinement. Tt 
is now reported that he is an idiot; er he is Eb rr with guards, 


In 


| Kor P. E 1 Not Di 13%; Kol. SOL "© 
In 1780, Mr: Shee Was 2ppointed wich Ache ſaine- allo wa bees 1 ne 


* ſame powers as were given to the native Sezauwal, and brought Hack 
with him from Lucknow the Nabob who had fled. thitkher. Fo the credit of 
this gentleman it may be ſaid, that his perſeverance. and actixity bare him 
throv h the buſineſs of, the colletions, notwithſtanding, the oppoſition, of the _ 


Nabob Muzuffer Jung, who, was encouraged from Lucknow. to give. him - 


every poſſible obſtruction; and what. gave vigour to theſe efforts, was the 
ſuppoſition that he was not ſupported by the Preſidency ; ; and here i it may be 
remarked, that as there was no direct communitation between Fi urruckabad 
and Calcutta, it was improbable that the Board ſhould have been yell 10- 
formed: of the-circutriftances' which abſolutely demanded” attentipn, ere their 
interference, on the appointment of an Englifh refident, could” be of the 
ſmalleſt benefit to the country. The ſame ! intrigue that had been exerted 
againſt the Hindoſtanna Sezauwals in fourteen months cauſed the recal of 
Mr. Shee, and it made an expreſs artiele of the Treaty of Chunar, Thit 
no Engliſh Reſident be appointed, and the preſent one recalled,” Almas 
Ally ſucceeded to Mr. Shee, and deelaring that he would not be connected 
with the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, or his ſervants, allotted for the ſuppbrt uf 
the Nabob and his family lands yielding a net revenue of three lacks of 


rupees, and further gave ſecurity for the payment of the nusgeranah to 


Lucknow. Almas Ally had not been in change above tyventy days before 


complaints were brought forward againſt him; and the Engliſh government 


again interfered, by whom Meer Soobah Allah, who had reſided fix years in 
Calcutta, in character of Muzuffer Jung's Vackeel, was ſent to F urrutkabad, 
avowedly to reſtore the independence of the Nabob, On his arrival pe 
became Naib, took the management of the Country po upon þinifelf, and 
affirmed, that he by his influence with the Engliſn had freed che Nag! from 
the Vizier's claim of tribute; this of courſe was not paid, and the collections 


of che year were divided between himſelf, the Nabüb, and his ſervants * 


yet this gave no ſatisfaction; the Vizier complained, the Nabob complained, 


and in the courſe of nine or teh months he was forced to abſcond. Our 


Government again allowed the Viziers to reſume the management by Shak 
wals, and freſh | intrigues, as heretofore, occaſioned frequent removals; In 


February 1783, a long letter of complaint | from M uruffer Jung was received 
by the Governor-General, on which it was in agitation to recommend Major 


Palmer for the management of the affarrs of Furruckabad. Cauſes which are 
not declared prevented his nomination; and ſubſequent to this, & 


batioa of che t article of the Tregty of Chunar being expreſſed in the 
9 | 


orders 
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3 from Nusoper 1 was n to Furruckabad, here 1 ad in 
nen e . [5:0 n HINGY Silz 
The ſame ſpirit of intrigue has YR exetted | in its fulleſt force 1 my 
: refideiice here, as the complaints which have been forwarded. through, various 
channels to the Board ſufficiently evince. Theſe in the firſt year deprived me 
of all authority, and their continuance bas obliged me to be abſent Worten 
months from my ſtation. 


1 may be allowed to ſay, that | — meaſures. not a froideſs, were 
adopted laſt, year for the reſtoration of tranquillity, which would have gra- 
dually benefited the country. An increaſe of revenue could not be expected, 
that can only ariſe in a courſe of years from an increaſe. of inhabitants, con- 

ſequent to a reliance. on a regular and ſteady. government. At preſent, a 
long ſtate of anarchy. has ſo. perfectly corrupted the minds of the people, that 
all confidence is loſt between man and man, and villainy has ſo little ſcandal 
- annexed to it, that there is ſcarcely an Aumil or a Zemindar in theſe diſtricts, 
from whom it is not expedient to take either father, child, or neareſt re- 
lation, into confinement, as ati. hoſtage for the performance of bis engage- 
ment to government; and even this often proves inadequate to its purpoſe. 


As my letters already before the Board exhibit the diſtracted ſtate of the 
See, in the wes rf e © e 2 55 de eſteemed unge- 


15 10 long a narrative . may . 10 many errors, which. I ſhall 
be happy if an opportunity be given me to correct. I have endeavoured to 
obtain the moſt exact information, and have received that which relates to 
the preſent Nabob from thoſe who have been witneſſes of the events. 1 

ave in no inſtance exaggerated ; and have. as much as poflible avoided 
making any comment; and have ſcrupulouſly | refrained from drawing. my 
concluſion, If the foregoing ſhould. prove of affiſtance to your deciſions 
xegarding the Ora, eee of this cet my, Sant will be fully 2 
anſwered. C 5 | - 
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Copy of a Minute from the Right Honourable the Governor 
eee, , in en recorded, in aL. April NY 


* 


*. 


"HE variety of buſineſs wh ne for ſome Ane pal. I have: been 
conſtantly engaged, has hitherto prevented me from laying” before the 
Board the ſubſtance of my late conferences and negociation with the Nabob 
Hyder Beg Khan, on the part of the Nabob Vizier Aſoph ul Dowlah. 


This communication, however, was the leſs neceſſary at an earlier period, 
as the members of this government have been regularly appriſed of the ob- ; 
jects I propoſed to obtain n this wee and of the mode i in Which it | Pp 
= was conducted. | 


* 


The only serial Atterebct which has taken place in ie engagements 
between this government and the Nabob Vizier, relates to the brigade ſta- 
tioned at Futty Ghur; the continuance of which body of troops, in the 
dominions of: the Vizier, I deem equally effential to the intereſt ' of the 
Vizier and of the Company. In other reſpects, I have nearly adhered to the 
N eſtabliſhed by the EY Governor General _ Haſtings, and ſinct con- 
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firmed by the orders of the Hinkle the Court of Diner All the — 
arrangements have been formed with a view to ſtrengthen thoſe principles, and 


render them permanent. 


T will not conceal from the Board the expectations entertained by the Na- 
bob Vizier, as communicated by Hyder Beg Khan, that this government 
would conſent to the recall of the Futty Ghur- brigade, agreeably to the 
ſtipulations that were formerly entered into for that purpoſe, The motives 
which induced me to negociate for the continuance of it, are fully ſet forth 
in the letter which I wrote to the Nabob Vizier, and it is therefore unneceſ- 


ſary now to enlarge upon them; I ſhall only obſerve, that I by no means 


conſidered a ſingle brigade, ſtationed at Cawnpore, as adequate to the de- 
fence of the Vizier's frontiers; that although it did not appear to me that 
there was reaſon.to apprehend any immediate attack upon them, the recall 
of ſo conſiderable part of our force as the Futty Ghur brigade might have 
precipitated that event; that it is well known that the forces in the ſervice of 
the Nabob Vizier are under no diſcipline, and barely ſufficient to preſerve 
the internal peace of his dominions; that his own immediate ſubjects are re- 
tained within the bounds of duty and allegiance, by the reſpe& inſpired by 
the Company's troops'; that the character of the Vizier, his inconſiderate 
profuſion in bis expences, his inattention to provide for them, and his- total 
diſregard to every thing but momentary gratifications, rendered it impoſſible 
to depend upon his care, either for the protection of his country from foreign 
invaſion or internal commotion; and that although the charges attending 


the continuance of the brigade at Futty Ghur exceed the ſum we are autho- 


- rized to claim from him, under the orders of the Court of Directors, the 


® About | 


' 900,000 |, 


a year. 
8, 100, ooo . 
in nine years. 


arrangement made by this negociation renders the additional charge of little 
importance, when the magnitude of the object is conſidered. | 
From the accompanying ſtatement of the ſums obtained by this govern- 


ment, under different heads, from the Vizier during the laſt nine Fuſſullee 


years, the Board will perceive that the average rate per annum does not fall 
ſhort of eighty-four lacks of rupees*,- although by the treaties of 1775 and 1781, 
the Vizeer was bound to pay to this government the ſums of 31,20,000 and 
3420,000 only. By the negociation which I have now concluded, with 
him, the annual demand upon the Vizier is limited to the ſpecific ſum of 
fifty lacks, of rupees. FOR: engagement is to me ohh from the iſt of 
March 1787. 4 | 246 n 

: | The | 
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The Board, on a ference! to Colonel Harper' s letters, will find, that 8 long 
ago as the 25th October 1785, he expreſſed his opinion that nothing would be 
more agreeable to the Vizier, than to aſcertain a fixed ſum to be paid by him, 
inſtead of the uncertain demands annually charged to his account. It is evi- 
dent that this muſt be equally to the advantage of the Company and the Vi- 
zier. The ſum now ſettled, agreeable to the moſt accurate calculations I 
have been able to make, will be equal to all the expences incurred by the 

Company, or for the payment of which they are reſponſible, in conſequence 
of their connection with the Vizier. The material queſtion which firſt oc- 
curred, was the ability of the Vizier to diſcharge this ſum; and, as far as 
I could judge, from the accounts laid before me of the Oude revenues and 
public expenditures, I was of opinion that the ſum of fifty lacks might be 
paid by the Vizier, without laying him under the mens of encroaching 
upon his convenience or dignity. At the ſame time, to obviate any objec- 
tions that might be offered upon this ground, I did not omit Rating to Hy- 
der Beg Khan the propriety of a reduction of the irregular troops main- 
tained by the Vizier, if neceſſary, in order to furniſh the ſums required for 
the pay of the Company's forces, ſtationed for the defence of his domi- 
nions. As nothing more has been required from the Vizier than what will 

be neceſſary to defray the expences incurred by the Company, his country 
will not be drained of its ſpecie, as the whole amount which he agrees to | 


Pay will be expended. 1 in it. . 1 


It would have been impoſible to 7 nde any „ — the Po- 
ment of the outſtanding claims of this government upon the Vizier, in a 
mode ſatisfactory to him. The Board will perceive, by the accompanying 
ſtatement of them, that they conſiſt of articles which have invariably 
for ſome ſome time paſt been objected to by him, or of private demands of 
individuals, which ought not in my opinion to have ever been admitted 
into the accounts between the Vizier and the Eaſt India Company. 2 


The liquidation of them could only have been effected by the operation 
of an influence, which, in juſtice, we have no right to exert, and the exer- 
tion of which would have impreſſed a convittion upon the Vizier and his 
miniſters, that this government was leſs guided by a regard to the mutual 
intereſts of both parties, than to the exaction of whatever, on uy PREY 
eould be made the foundation of a pecuniary claim. | 


1 „ With 


Arch 


Aton 


| promiſe, though I am willing to acknowledge that I do not foreſet a 
when it can with prudence take place. The obligation of this promiſe, as I 
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With a view to inſpire the Vizier with a confidence in this government, 
and to impreſs an idea in him, that we wiſhed to conſider his intereſts and 
convenience, as well as our own advantage, I did not heſitate to promiſe 
him a renunciation of the accumulated claims of this government upon 
him, with a reſervation of the following articles, which the Nabob TO 
Beg Khan, upon theſe conſiderations, agreed to diſcharge. 


1. The arrears actually dve to the troops in the Vizier's provinces, up to- 


the period at which the new agreement was to take place. 
2. The arrears. of the ſalary to Mr. ames Anderſon, 1 tothe 


zeſolutions of this Board on the 24th January. 
The arrears of the penſion to the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan of the 


Rohitta ftipends, and of the reſidency at Oude. 


4+ The fums advanced by the reſident of Benares to the Shaknada, 


With reſpe& to the renunciation of private claims, T think it neceſſary 
to explain to the Board, that I mean nothing more than to diſavow every 
interference of this government for the recovery of them, agreeable to the 


_ reſolutions already paſſed on this ſubject, leaving the individuals who make 
: them, at liberty to endeavour to obtain the payment of hem we been ap- 


Plications, unſupported by publie influence. 


The arguments which J have detailed in 8 of n my 5 Se 
continuing the Futtyghur ' detachment, were communicated'to the Nabob 


Nyder Beg Khan, a8 far as 'delicacy to him and the Vizier would admit 3 


and I am happy to aſſure the Board, that his maſter's acquieſcence in this 


point was cheerfully and readily promiſed by him, under à declaration that 
he relied upon the juſtice of this government, and its regard for the intereſts 


of the Nabob Vinier, to diminiſh the expences for the maintenance of the 
Company's troops in his dominions, by the recall of a part af them, when 


ever policy or convenience would warrant this. meaſure. 


In my letter to the Vizier, the Board will perceive that J e 
period 


repeatedly explained to the Nabob Hyder Beg Khan, was not meant to ex- 
tend to any alteration in the diſpoſition or denomination of the troops ſta - 


tioned in the Vizier's territories, or to * trifling diminution of their num- 
ber. 
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ber. As long as a force nearly adequate to the preſent ſhall Wa by 
the Company in the Vizier's dominions, or an expence equal to the preſent 
ſhall be incurred, I conſider him bound to pay the anne Rendered, ſum of 
fifty lacks of rupees. 


The nature of the connection baten the 8 ER the arti evi- 
dently points out the neceſſity of an adherence to that line of policy pre- 
ſcribed by the orders of the Court of Directors, of withholding all inter- 
ference in the detail of his government, between that and the alternative of 
avowing an abſolute controul over the Vizier's affairs, to the total anni- 
hilation of his influence and authority, I ſee no adviſable medium. The 
orders of the Court of Directors left us no option. But even if a choice 


had been allowed to us, motives of policy, as well as juſtice, would have 


decided my opinion againſt the latter; and in adopting the former line, I 
thought! it proper, not only to make a liberal avowal of my ſentiments, but 
to give it all the ſtability it could derive from. reſtriftions, in ſueh points 
as might eventually tend to infringe it, if left undetermined, Theſe reftric- 
tions are clearly detailed in my letter to the Vizier. | 


* The connection between him and the Company now ſtands upon the only 
baſis calculated to render it permanent. We undertake the defence of his 
country, and in return, he agrees to defray the real expences incurred by 
an engagement of ſo much value to him; the internal adminiſtration of his 
affairs is left to his exeluſive management ; and my attention will be con- 
ftantly directed to the preſervation of this ſyſtem, whilft the TIO" CON» 
tinues to fulfil the ſtipulations. into which he has entered. a 


By this declaration of a S ea in-the detail of the Vizier's S go- 
vernment, I do not mean to preclude myſelf, or this Board, from making 
7 reſentations to him on the ſubject of his adminiſtration, whenever it may 
be eſſentially neceſſary, or of propoſing to the Vizier any general arrange- 
ment of importance to the intereſts of both governments. Mutual conye- 
nience may render ſuch propoſitions expedient ; and on theſe grounds only, 
they ought to be made. The Board will alſo, I imagine; ſoe a heceſſity of 
giving their countenance to the Nabob Hyder Beg Khan er whoever may 
be the acting miniſter of the Vizier. At preſent he po ff e intire con- 
Adence of his maſter, who is anxious to procure for him dhe avowed” pro- 
cection of this nen, I. made no- difficulty in aſſuring the Nabob- 
| Hyder 


. 


ATP EN DI X, No. II. 


Hyder Beg Khan, that he might depend upon the ſupport of this govern- 
ment, whilſt he ſerved his maſter with fidelity, governed the country with 
juſtice and humanity, and ſtrictly adhered to the e We e _ 
the Honourable Company. 6 4 


The Board are well informed, that the nn of affairs | in the 
Oude government, depends entirely upon the miniſter, that the Vizier 
himſelf takes no farther concern in it, than to give the ſanction of his name 
and authority to the acts of his ſervants; and that ſuch is his diſinclination 
to every thing that has the appearance of buſineſs, that even this formality 
is not complied with on his part without reluctance. The Vizier himſelf 
being profuſe to an extreme, and little ſolicitous concerning the mode of 
obtaining funds to ſupply his habits of diflipation, the Company muſt rather 
look to the miniſter than ts him for the punctual performance of his en- 
gagement; expoſed as he is to the effects of caprice and intrigue, it is im- 
poſſible to determine how long the Nabob Hyder 5 . 2 continue 
to poſſeſs the confidence of the Vizier. 


The embarraſſments attending his ſituation are many, as he will aud it 
difficult, if the idea which I have ſormed of his maſter's character, is juſt, ta 
combine the two objects of conciliating the eſteem and affection of the 
Nabob, and eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of goverament calculated to promote his 
true intereſts, I forbear to expatiate further on this ſubject, and only hope, 
that no 'accurrence will ever happen to compel this government to interpoſe 
between the Visier and his acting miniſter, or to give countenance to the 
latter againſt the approbation of the former. 


The Nabob Hyder Beg Khan has given me the moſt ned a affur- 
- ances, that be will loſe no time in arranging the affairs of the Vizier's go- 
vernment, and eſtabliſhing. them on the beſt footing. He has not ſcrupled 
to acknowledge the neceſſity of ſuch an arrangement, nor to apologize for 
having hitherto neglected it. I have urged to him every 1 95 that could 
induce him to carry theſe intentions into execution. | 


After the matureſt refleftion on the fituation of the Furruckabad novince, 1 
was convinced of the propriety of withdrawing all intexference in the management 
of it, agreeable to the. fourth article of the treaty of 1781, The attempts to 
promote the proſperity of that country have hitherto been equally offenſive 


to the Vizier and to the Nabob Mozuffar Jung; the former conſidering - 
| 12 ; our 


— 
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only rejecting, but violently oppoſing, almoſt every meaſure, of our Reſident; '3 


I have therefore declared my reſolution to recall the Reſident, . and only 


deemed it neceſſary to ſtipulate with the Vizier that he ſhould, not infringe 


the rights of the Nabob Mozuffar Jung, and to obtain the. moſt explicit 
aſſurances from the Nabob Hyder Beg Khan, that theſe ſtipulations ſhould 


| be: obſerved; and that under whatever arrangement might be adopted for 


the affairs of that province between the Vizier and the Nabob, care ſhould 
be taken to ſecure the latter a liberal proviſion. The credit of our go- 
vernment rendered theſe ſtipulations neceſſary, as well as the promiſe of the 


Vizier, that the Nabob Dil de leer Khan and others, who had been em- 
ployed by us in, the affairs of Furruckabad, or who had ſhewn an attach- 
ment to this government, ſhould be protected againſt the reſentment of the 


Nabob Mozuffar Jung, and obtain ſome proviſion at his expence. | 


The Nabob Hyder Beg Khan has alſo engaged for the continuance of 
the allowance to the prince, and has offered him an aſylum in Oude, if he - 


ſhould chuſe to accept it. In fixing the place of reſidence for the prince, 
ſome difficulty may occur, but that is a ſubject of future conſideration. I 
know that the prince has objections to Lucknow, and is anxious to ſettle at 
Allahabad ; but there are Dy political R108 to his 22885 e in 


that particular wiſh, 0 


Conſiſtent with the principles upon EY 1 profeſſed to treat with the 
Nabob Vizier, it became neceſſary to relinquiſh the claims of rights of 


pre-emption, and of exemptions from duties hitherto made, and exerciſed 
by contractors employed to provide the Company's inveſtment in Oude. 
I made theſe ſacrifices with the leſs reluctance, as I have every reaſon to be 
perſuaded, that this ſyſtem had eſſentially contributed to the ruin of Oude, 
whilſt it produced a ſubſtantial advantage to the commerce of the Com- 
pany. It appears to me however extremely poſlible, that the intereſts of 
both governments may be promoted, by adopting a more liberal plan. Mr. 
Barlow, a very intelligent young man, has been diſpatched to make enqui- 

ries upon the ſpot concerning the preſent ſtate of the trade and manufactures 
of Oude; and if it appears from his report that we can, without injury to 
our own intereſts, contribute to the protpernty of that mnt it will give 


me the higheſt ſatisfaction, | | 


our interference as à breach of the treaty of Chunar; and the latter” not 7 


1 
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The Nabob Hyder Beg Khan has engaged to produce the aſſent of the 
Vizier to the propoſitions ſtated in my letter to him. The ſtate of the mi · 
niſter's health, as well as the exigencies of the public buſineſs, made his im- 
mediate return abſolutely neceflary, and of courſe prevented the receipt of 
the Vizier's acquieſcence during his reſidence in Calcutta. I expect ſoon 
to receive it; and I hope I do not flatter myſelf in declaring my opinion 
that the late negociation will tend to impreſs the YON with a firm Confi= 


dence in this government. 
(Signed). TI op OR 


Gisned) J. LUMSDEN, 
5 Aſſiſtant Secretary. 
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NEW. PUBLIGATIONS. 


| | Proms e JOHN 6 1 a E. 0 3 pe 7 . 


HE Tribwoal, addrefled to the Peers of Grear-Britain, furing ir aa 5 
Judgment on Warren Haſtings. Price 28. 6d. 5 Rs 


2. The Indian Vocabulary to which is prefixed, the F orms of Impeach- 
ments. 38. 6d. 

3. Mr. Burke's cha and Mr. N $ Defence. Ia One large 
Volume, $yo. Price 10s. 6d. 

4 More of the Rridence, complete. In One Volume, do. Price | 
78. 8 | = 
5. Articles of „a ee n Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Price 28. Gd. | 

6. The Anſwer of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. to the above Articles. Price 4s. 
7. A Narrative of the Inſurrection at Benares. By Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
i nd 8. The Preſent State of the Eaſt· Indies. By Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
ice 28. 
9. Minutes of Wann Haſtings: and P. Francis, Efqrs. relative to their 

| Perſonal Quarrel. Price 1s. 6d. 
10. The Speech of R. B. Sheridan, Eſq. on the Charge een Waren 
Haſtings, Eſq. 38. G 


11. Major Scott's Speech /i in the Houſe of 3 on Friday the 7th 
of March 1788, on the Motion for receiving the Report of the Committee 
on the Declaratory Bill. Price 1s. 9 3 


„The Debate on the Rohilla War. 18. 6d. 


oil The Debate. « on | Mes ang 8 SO to Cheye Sing, at Benares, 
ce 18. Ts 
14. The Debate on the Eaſt- Indi ia Relief Bill. Price 18. 1 : 5 rocks 


15. Remarks on Colonel Fullarton' 8 view of the Engliſh Intereſts" ih | 
India, Price 1s. 6d. 


16. Reflections on Impeaching and ie Price 18. 
17. The Impeachment, a Mock Heroic Poem. Price 18. 6d. 
9 5 „„ 


18. A 


28 . — Nr * P * 
* 5 "07 LS». 4 * - + 2 
: 4 7 — „ . 7 25 * ä 2 a 
o ** bn 3 CF *) UV * 2 2. 1 
; „ N . "Ou N ; 1 2 * * PI 1 a4 FO" * 3 2 
, >, 99 l 2 . 4 „ E 3 2 N 
r * 75 „ 5 > LOX SES * #2 Fs 4 * N See. 7 s « » Aa: wp 3 > * . ; * Tx * 4 
5 5 — 4 76 W * W " a * 14 * F 1 4 4 15 5 1 l W * 1 * 1 ; x * 
9 * iy a , ES OY * ; 4 «x . < „ 5 * A * „„ * PIC 92 * 1 
3 —B £3 > © | „ TT 27 133 
SS ; 6 II Was 4 3 # : n I . S 2 £4 7 i 8 14 a 8 Rx $7 . ab > e 
* I * 0 — $ | 5 24. "I. W's * 2 1 © 
* w F 1 8 « 6 $5 * 
8 Y = » * : 
; af 5 2 2 
* ws. 7 . 1 
* . - Wi, * 
1 i % . 
; * ®. 
1 , 
* . 4 A 
2 Ts. * 3 i W * &; "_ : * A - ; * 
A . 4 * " 1 2 1 : VL * 
A % 3 p * . . ; i 
£7 þ \7 1 Ul 3 > 8 * * . : 5 
*arch ERS RIOT T4. 15 1 
5 þ * ** . o #* 
* : FX n pe 4 
5 * 4 
»F : 2 94 ” z 
ations * She Fe GY. | | a 
* . * ES. x. a % om S 1 
Hs 1 / | I : ; | hs 
; 4 ; 5 5 x Y 
" = , 3 - 


18. lber 45 the Right wy Sh rs D Fox. "Dy India pro- 3 1 


pPrietor. Price 18. C0. | 
FD RF ena of the. Mogul Empire. vr Caprai in 5 onatha' Seu. 


| 20. The Bengal Clliendar for 1788. Price . 
PS Ou Sir Gilbert Elliot's Charges againſt Sir Elijah Impey. Price 28. 6d... 


1 a The Debates of the Lords and Commons of the laſt Sefton. 0 I 
Three Vols..8yo. Price 11, 18. half bound/and-letrered. N. 


t The above Debates contain a coll Account of the eee ant. | 
© and the Eaſt-India Affairs. 15 


| "44, A ſhort Account of the Prince of Wales' 8 Iland; or, pulo * 
in the Eaſt-Indies, given to Capt. Light, by. the King of Quedah. Orna 

mented. with an elegant En raving, repreſenting © A View of the Fork 
3 Point of the Prince of Wales's Iſland; and the Ceremony of Chrift tening 
ce jt,” taken on the Spot, by Eliſha Trapaud, Eſq; Captain in th 

Engineer Corps on the Madras Eflabliſhment. Alſo a Chart, dec ng 
the Plan of the Iſland. Price 2s. 6d. or with Mr. Dalrymple's Map, 38. 


a Tat is Ai 80 . Francis, Eſq. from dhe Committee f 0 . N | 
the Impeachment. of F. . with Remarks. "The Second Edition, . 1 
Price. Is. 6d. Ms: K on N 51 0 Ao Sw. 4 

* way A. Letter 5 (Gentleman in | Bengal, to. his Friend in wee, i 


* Wig 


ES * 
3 SIS 7 — * a7 1 "RI 
= þ . . "2 wed — 3 * mm - 4 4 ”" — 
* * _ CG ge 2 
- 5 7 2 — — SS no FE — or £ " * 
. 7 f 
2 . 2 
- £ * A ” 


«2 _ n — 
= — — " _ = be 42 
* p bs 
Ons \ as 


CE SEE CAE 
* — - 


= 
* 

1 

74 
= 
=_ 
1 

'* 

. 

*1 

[ + : 
oy | 4 
70 
1 


CS 
18 
1 
1 


„ 2þ6-THe e of John 3 EG. M. P. at a very numerdug 1 74 
reſpectable Court of Proprietors of India Stock, on the 9855 ak 95 1 

1782, Price 13. _ IM 14 
27. A Refutati jon of a Pamphlet, entitled, f The Kids of Philip 3 n 

F q. to the Charges exhibited againſt him, General Clavering, and Colonel 

Monſon, by Sir Elijah Impey, Knight; and a Fac Simile Copy. of: x 

| «4 Petition of Nundcomar, with the e e to it, in Council 
1 Calcunta. Price 18. Gd. De 
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